
MINUTES OF 

 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

September 10, 2012 

 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on September 10, 2012 with 

Commissioners Roberson and Westfall present.  Commissioner Krehbiel was absent.  Chairman 

Roberson called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.   

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Westfall congratulated the Harvey County 4H for placing 1
st
 in the 

state in horticulture. 

 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel will be out of town until September 24 and will be absent 

from Commission meetings through that time.   

2. Commissioner Westfall reported that he will be attending the Farm Bureau dinner on 

September 17.  Commissioner Roberson will also attend. 

3. Commissioner Westfall reported that there was damage at the airport from a storm 

last week.  Byron Warta provided additional information on the damage and the 

progress of the runway construction. 

 

Minutes of the August 27
th

 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 

Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously.  Minutes of the 

August 29
th

 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, 

seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. John Waltner informed the Commission that the Harvey County Health Department 

has a grant agreement with the KDHE for the breastfeeding peer counseling program. 

2. John also reported that on Thursday, September 13 he is going to Topeka to testify at 

a joint budget committee hearing regarding the history and status of the Department 

of Motor Vehicles tag system upgrade. 

3. A rig tour at the Encana drilling site that had been scheduled for Thursday, 

September 27 has been cancelled.  The drilling rig is being moved out of Harvey 

County this week.  This tour may be rescheduled in the future when they have 

another drilling rig in the area. Representatives from the drilling company will still 

be holding meetings with first responders that day at the Meridian Center.  

4. John informed the Commissioners that a question from a citizen arose regarding the 

tenant farmer agreement for the county owned land at 36
th

 & Kansas Avenue, he 

would like to farm the land.  John stated that the original seller intention was for the 

land to be farmed by the current tenant farmer if the county was not building on the 

land. Commissioner Roberson suggested that this be addressed during a broader 

County lease agreement discussion in the future. 
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5. John invited the Commissioners to attend the Kansas Energy Conference on 

September 24 and 25 in Manhattan.  He will be attending on the 24
th

. 

6. John confirmed that the Commissioners received invitations to the KAC Conference 

in November. 

7. John reminded the Commission that the Quad County meeting next week that should 

have been held in Harvey County, but will be in Sedgwick County instead. Harvey 

County will host the meeting in December. 

8. Mary Spires, RSVP Director, showed the Commissioners a recommendation and 

application for a new appointment for the RSVP Advisory Board from Rosie 

Camargo. 

9. Mary also informed the Commissioners that CNCS (Corporation for National & 

Community Service) funding is being reduced by about 20%.  She has also been 

contacted in the last four months by about a dozen under age 55 citizens in needing 

or wanting volunteer placement.  These persons would not qualify for CNCS grant 

funds but some United Way grant funding is available.  She distributed an example 

of the RSVP+ program structure used in the entire state of North Dakota where they 

use CNCS funds for those persons that qualify, but use other funding for those that 

don’t. She suggested disregarding the volunteer age requirement and setting up a 

similar program here.  The commissioners would like more information to make a 

decision at a future meeting. 

10. Sheriff T Walton reported that the Detention Center reached maximum population a 

couple of times last week.  He also reported that they reached a previously 

unattainable one month inmate revenue goal of $108,000 in the month of August. 

11. Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendent, said they are currently a couple of 

persons short, but they have a new employee starting next week and they are 

currently interviewing to fill one position.   

12. Anthony Swartzendruber introduced Daniel Bronson recent graduate of the MPA 

program at WSU. Bronson will be interning on a few projects and learning more 

about local government operations.  Anthony also stated that defibrillators have been 

purchased with a KCAMP risk avoidance grant for use in the Courthouse, East Park 

and West Park. He also reported that August sales tax collections are up for the 

month, but still a little down for the year.  

13. Counselor Greg Nye reported that he is working on the Prairie View and ResCare 

leases.  He has the Prairie View lease ready for review by the Commission.   

 

CITIZEN’S FORUM  

 There were no items presented during citizen’s forum. 

 

Warrant checks in the amount of $60,662.29 for last week and $123,962.54 for this week were 

approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Counselor Greg Nye presented the Commissioners with copies of a Preliminary Lease Agreement 

and an Addendum to Preliminary Lease Agreement with Prairie View, Inc. for the 3
rd

 floor of the 

Professional Building at 215 S Pine, Newton.  Craig Clough, County Appraiser informed the 
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Commissioners that in order for the application to be processed and approved for a tax exemption 

for the Prairie View, Inc. property at 215 S Pine, Newton, they need to have a signed preliminary 

lease agreement with Harvey County.  Greg pointed out the changes and additions needed in the 

lease agreement that he addressed in the addendum agreement.  These agreements are made with the 

intent to move the Harvey County Health Department into the leased space. Commissioner Westfall 

made a motion to approve and sign the Preliminary Lease Agreement and the Addendum to 

Preliminary Lease Agreement with Prairie View, Inc.  Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion 

and it was passed unanimously.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon. 

 

 


