
MINUTES OF 

 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

May 7, 2012 

 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on May 7, 2012 with all three 

Commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel reported that he has received favorable comments about 

the County and Lakin Township working together to solve a dumping issue in the 

Township. 

2. Commissioners Roberson and spouse and Krehbiel and spouse will attend the 

annual EDC banquet to be held on June 7, 2012.   

3. Senator Carolyn McGinn sent Commissioner Roberson a proposed Senate District 

map that will be considered for re-districting.   

4. All three Commissioners attended the Kansas County Commissioners Association 

Conference last week.  All reported that it was a very informative conference, 

which included discussions on the Health Care Reform Law, wind energy, and oil 

well fracking.  It is reported that there are 600 unidentified oil wells in the state and 

51% of the total wells in the state receive no taxation.  

5. Commissioner Westfall suggested that the Commission might try scheduling 

“lunch on your own with the commissioners,” which would be a time for people to 

informally meet with them to ask questions and discuss issues.  The possibility of 

using Facebook and Twitter also was discussed.  Heidi Huber recently attended a 

“Public Information Officer” meeting Friday and obtained some information that 

might be helpful with this. 

6. It was reported that the Kansas County Clerk’s Association, which also held a 

conference last week voted to rejoin the Kansas Association of Counties.  The 

group left the organization in 2004 following a dispute over an amendment to the 

KAC bylaws.   

7. Domestic violence that came out on Friday.  Funding will be lost.  Gives 

confidential info out.  Psychological testing will be required for all clients.  Keeps 

pointing the finger at the victim.   

 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioners Westfall and spouse, Roberson and spouse, and Krehbiel and 

spouse will attend the RSVP Volunteer Appreciation Banquet on Tuesday, May 15 

at 5:30 p.m.  

2. A reception to honor Mike King, the newly appointed Secretary of the Kansas 

Department of Transportation, will be held on Thursday, May 10, at 4:00 p.m. at 

the Dyck Arboretum in Hesston. 
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Minutes of the Dec 2, 2011 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 

Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.  Minutes of the 

April 30, 2012 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, 

seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Jan Jones, Executive Director of the Harvey County Domestic Violence and Sexual 

Assault Task Force, informed the Commission that the Kansas Coalition against 

Sexual & Domestic Violence will not renew the OARS Project with the Kansas 

SRS.  The project is a collaborative effort to provide services to domestic violence 

and sexual assault victims.  There are approximately 20 cases per month that apply 

for these services.  SRS has introduced new requirements for the programs that 

KCSDV feels will compromise the services, confidentiality, and safety of the 

families served.  Funding in the amount of $41,000 for Harvey and Marion County 

will be discontinued as a result of the decision.   

2. The Commissioners received information about a Newton City Budget Fair to be 

held at the Newton Activity Center on June 19 from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  This 

will be a time for citizens to ask questions and discuss budget issues.    

3. The Commissioners received information from a talk given last Wednesday by 

Craig Clough, Appraiser, to past presidents of the Chamber of Commerce.  The 

information included charts and graphs indicating that the combined values of 

Johnson and Sedgwick County make up 50% of the total residential valuation of 

the state, and 54% of the commercial valuation of the state.  Much of Kansas tax 

policy if driven by what goes on in these two counties.   

4. Jim Meier, Road and Bridge Superintendent, has been in contact with Merlyn 

Johnson of the City of Walton, in preparation to hauling material to help the city 

with a street repair.    

5. John Waltner informed the Commission that the Public Building Commission will 

be meeting some time before the end of June and a new member will need to be 

appointed to replace Byron Motter on the board.   

6. Harold Schorn, landowner in Darlington Township, paid $6,000 to the County, to 

help pay for the upgrade of a road in the Township.  The work has been completed 

by the Township and the money will be forwarded to them to offset the cost of the 

upgrade.   

7. Elizabeth Schmidt, Director of the Harvey/Marion County CDDO, sent a letter of 

recommendation for the appointment of Barbara Bunting to the CDDO board to fill 

the position vacated by Beverly Metcalf.  The Commission will consider the 

appointment at the next meeting.     

8. Bob Cheney, Noxious Weed Director, presented a proposed agreement with the 

Kansas Department of Transportation to spray noxious weeds on State property 

within Harvey County.  The agreement includes the cost of both the chemicals and 

application wages.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to accept the 

agreement and authorize the chairman to sign.  Commissioner Westfall seconded 
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the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

9. The Commissioners received proposed by-law changes from the CPAAA, reducing 

the number of representatives from Sedgwick County on the board from 5 to 4, and 

reducing the number of required meetings per year from 8 to 6.  Commissioner 

Westfall made a motion to approve the proposed by-law changes for the CPAAA 

and authorize the Chairman to sign.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion 

and it was passed unanimously. 

10. John reported that the Tindall Corporation has contacted the EDC and has invited a 

delegation from the City of Newton and Harvey County to come to Atlanta to view 

the prototype that has been developed.  It will be either June 4
th

 and 5
th

, or June 4
th

, 

5
th

, and 6
th

.  Commissioners Roberson and Westfall will plan to attend.   

11. Sheriff T. Walton reported that inmate revenue for the month of April was 

$94,000. The inmate population at the jail is currently 108.  He also reported that 

the rough draft of the new Detention Center procedure manual has been completed. 

It will be reviewed by the jail administrative staff and hopefully completed in July.  

12. Anthony Swartzendruber reported that all departmental 2013 budget requests have 

been received and the Commission will begin budget reviews at next week’s 

meeting.     

13. Byron Warta informed the Commission that there will be a Kansas Water 

Authority Meeting held in Hillsboro next week.   

14. Commissioner Westfall reported that although no formal action has been taken, it 

is being reported that the federal funding level for the airport runway project will 

be 95% as originally agreed upon in the contract.   

15. Discussion was held regarding Tenant Users Liability Insurance Protection 

(TULIP).  Commissioner Westfall suggested that information be given to the Parks 

Advisory Board for consideration.  Commissioner Roberson clarified that the fee to 

participate in the insurance program is $2,000 and once that amount is used, then 

an additional amount per event would be charged.  Renters of the County facilities 

would be required to pay at least a part of the cost of the insurance, should they 

choose to purchase the coverage. 

 

CITIZEN’S FORUM:    

 There were no citizens present for citizen’s forum. 

  

Warrant checks in the amount of $461,066.68 and hand written checks in the amount of $625.00 

were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Roberson left the meeting at 10:20 a.m.  Vice-Chairman Westfall chaired the 

remainder of the meeting. 

 

Suzanne Loomis, Newton City Engineer, presented bids received for the reconstruction of 

Runway 17-35 at the Newton City/County Airport.  The low bid received was from Dondlinger 

and Sons Construction.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve a grant application to 
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the FAA for federal assistance on A.I.P. Project No. 3-20-0058-29; approve Task Order 8, the 

construction engineering contract with HNTB, subject to FAA funding approval; and award the 

bid to Dondlinger Construction, subject to FAA funding approval.  Commissioner Westfall 

seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.  Harvey County will be bonding the project. 

  

Sheriff T. Walton reported the results of bids received for the purchase of video surveillance 

cameras for the Harvey County Detention Center.  Bids received are as follows: 

Kaye Electric  $43,975.70 

Wilson Security   42,525.00 

Although the Kaye Electric bid was higher, it included an additional keyboard, additional Hot 

Swap, and three 32 inch monitors rather than two 32 inch and one 27 inch monitor. The bid 

request specified three 32 inch monitors.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to accept and 

approve the bid from Kaye Electric because all requirements were not met by Wilson Security.  

Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 a.m. 

 

 


