
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

March 12, 2012 

 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on March 12, 2012 with all 

three Commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

following the REAP meeting. 

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Westfall received a call from representatives of Fire District #1 

regarding the entrance to the salvage yard near Walton.  The lanes of the road are 

too narrow to accommodate fire equipment if they would be needed.  There are 

also some issues with the Santa Fe tracks there. 

2. Commissioner Westfall also received a call from a resident of Lakin Township 

who is concerned about erosion on SW 60
th

 street near the river.  The Township 

Board was also notified.  However, this turned out to be an issue that is the 

responsibility of the Little Arkansas River Drainage District who is aware of the 

problem.  The LAR Drainage District said there is also a similar problem on SW 

36
th

 Street just east of Newton near the Sicklebauer bridge.  There has been some 

illegal dumping there that has also caused more issues. 

3. Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendent, said that NW 60
th

 is also in terrible 

condition and there are also three huge dump sites there.  This is a growing 

problem around the county with several dump sites that are either illegal or are 

dumping improper materials.  Although these sites are the responsibility of the 

townships, the Commissioners will take a look at some of the sites next Monday.   

4. Commissioner Krehbiel reported that Reno County approved a $271,500 contract 

with a consulting firm for the planning and development of the Reno County 

Landfill.  He feels it is very important to continue to pursue the option of waste-

to-energy.    

5. Chairman Roberson reported on the Public/Private Partnership meeting she 

attended last week.  One of the issues discussed there is that the Federal Aviation 

Commission has determined that cities and counties will now be required to pay a 

10% match for airport projects, rather than the 5% that was agreed on.  Byron 

Warta said that this is being challenged because the project contracts were signed 

on the basis of a 5% match.   

6. Commissioner Roberson brought up the issue of the proposed Planet Earth 

clothing boxes project that was discussed in Commission meeting a couple of 

weeks ago.  John Waltner gave information about bad publicity surrounding the 

organization with regard to where the money from the project actually ends up.  

After some further discussion, it was decided to go ahead with the placement of 2 

clothing boxes in Harvey County.  This would keep the clothing out of landfills 

and there is no cost to the County. 
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CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. The KLPDA meeting scheduled for this afternoon has been cancelled. 

2. There will be a Council of Governments meeting on March 14.  

3. Chairman Roberson will attend a KCAMP meeting on March 22. 

4. Commissioner Westfall will attend the Chamber of Commerce breakfast on 

March 16 at 7:00 a.m.   

5. The Bass and Badges Fishing Tournament will be coming back to East Lake on 

June 23. 

 

Minutes of the March 5, 2012 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 

Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. John Waltner reported that the state tornado drill will be held tomorrow. 

2. John gave information on the different Drivers License Offices around the State.  

There are 75 counties that process drivers’ licenses, of which 46 charge a county 

service fee in addition to the state service fee.  The remaining 29 do not charge an 

additional fee.  Nine of the counties charge a $3.00 county fee, twenty four 

counties charge a $2.00 fee, and thirteen counties charge a $1.00 fee.  The 

maximum county fee that is charged by any county is $3.00.  Commissioner 

Westfall asked that the fees continue to be monitored and that Harvey County 

follow what other counties do.   

3. John also gave some information on the issues that arose in Comanche County 

with land values being increased because of oil and gas rights. Commissioner 

Krehbiel brought up this issue at last week’s Commission meeting.  John 

explained that the valuation increase was on “severed minerals” which are 

minerals that are owned separately from the surface ground. Because of 

significantly increased oil and gas exploration through horizontal drilling, the 

taxed severed minerals increased in value by 1,000 percent in Commanche 

County.  Harvey County does not tax severed minerals.   

4. The Treasurer’s Office will host their annual St. Patrick’s Day party on Thursday, 

March 15.   

5. Jim Meier informed the Commission that he is exploring a potential site to install 

a railroad car bridge.  He also further discussed the problem with dumping sites 

around the county.   

6. Sheriff T. Walton reported that the Sheriff’s Office had a busy week, with 

reported shootings, fires, and a meth lab bust.  He also reported that he is 

concerned with House Bill 2353 that is scheduled to be voted on today.  This 

would allow “concealed carry” in courthouses unless there is some kind of 

electronic scanning device and a guard on duty.  This would require that only one 

entrance to the Courthouse be open.    

7. Anthony Swartzendruber reported that the radios ordered to comply with narrow 

banding were received last Friday.  Commissioner Roberson will attend a 

budgeting class in Salina that will be taught by Anthony.    
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8. Byron Warta reported that the Newton City/County Airport manager has been in 

contact with the FAA in Kansas City and suggests that we need to wait and see if 

the 5% match contract that was signed in October for improvements at the airport 

will be honored.   

 

CITIZEN’S FORUM:     

There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum. 

 

Warrant checks in the amount of $179,267.19 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 

Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Kass Miller, East Lake Supervisor, and Shannon Metz, West Park Ranger, presented the 

invitation to bid for the purchase of fish to stock all three Harvey County lakes.  There will be 

four stockings throughout the year, April 6, May 25, June 29, and August 31.  Because of the 

increase in fish prices, it was decided to reduce the number of fish requested for the April and 

August stockings by 50% in order to stay within the amount budgeted, which was $20,255.  

Commissioner Westfall made a motion to approve the invitation to bidders for fish stocking at 

Harvey County Lakes.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously.    

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 

 

 


