
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

March 5, 2012 

 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on March 5, 2012 with all 

three Commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Westfall gave favorable comments regarding the possible 

reinstatement of LEPP funding from the State.  Senator Carolyn McGinn has been 

a strong advocate of the funding and a senate committee has now recommended 

that funding of $1.5 million be reinstated for the LEPP program.   

2. Commissioner Roberson shared information from Tom Job of KCAMP Insurance 

that low water bridges are not a liability issue as long as they are clearly identified 

with the appropriate signage. He also said that there are a number of counties that 

deal with low water bridges. The information was also given to Jim Meier, 

Superintendant of Road & Bridge.   

 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel will attend a Harvey/McPherson County Community 

Corrections meeting in Judge Walker’s Chambers on Thursday, March 8. 

2. Commissioner Westfall will attend the Chamber of Commerce breakfast on 

Friday, March 16 at 7:00 a.m. 

3. The Kansas Logistics Park Development Authority meeting will be held on March 

9
th

 at 8:30 a.m. rather than 9:00 a.m. as listed on the calendar.    

4. Commissioner Roberson will attend a KCAMP meeting in Topeka on March 22. 

5. Commissioners Roberson and Westfall will attend the meeting with the Port of 

Catoosa scheduled for Monday, March 12. 

 

Minutes of the February 29, 2012 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 

Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. John Waltner informed the Commission that there has been some discussion 

about the possibility of raising fees for out-of-county drivers’ license renewals.  

However, Becky Fields, County Treasurer said that a person’s address does not 

necessarily clearly indicate what county the person lives in. It would not be easily 

discernible whether Sedgwick City residents live in Harvey County or Sedgwick 

County.  She recommends increasing fees for all drivers’ license renewals, 

whether it is an in-county or out-of-county renewal.     

2. John reported that he talked to a resident in the southern part of the county who 

has been directly affected by the permanent closing of a bridge near his property. 
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He is upset by the closing and expressed concern that the county is not keeping all 

the bridges in the county in good repair.   

3. Sheryl Ervin of the KDHE will be here on March 19 to discuss LEPP funding.  

4. Elizabeth Schmidt, Director of the Harvey County CDDO, stated that the Board of 

the Harvey/Marion County Community Developmentally Disabled Organization 

voted unanimously to present a joint resolution for both Harvey and Marion 

County to approve, in response to the Kansas Governor’s proposal to reform 

Medicaid by outsourcing services to three out-of-state, for profit, managed care 

companies. Several examples were given of how this type of system has created 

problems in other states with chronically late payments, bungled claims 

processing, cash flow problems, and constant battles over new rules resulting in 

patients not receiving proper medication.  Joint Resolution No. 2012-8 

encourages the Governor of the State of Kansas to carefully consider any change 

in the Medicaid or health care provisions for persons with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities, to remove long-term care services for said persons 

from the proposed privatized managed care plan, and to continue present 

state/county-appointed CDDO administration of this service delivery system.  

Commissioner Westfall made a motion to approve the resolution.  Commissioner 

Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.  Also in attendance 

in support of the resolution were Lou Didier, Craig Simons, Bill Ewert, Luanne 

Nulf, Kristi Berning, Janet Ledbetter, and Bren Williams. Several gave examples 

of how both developmentally disabled persons and their caregivers will be directly 

affected.  Craig Simons stated that along with the resolution, legislators should be 

contacted to try to get the message across.  There is to be a march in Topeka on 

March 13
th

.  Bill Ewert stated that Harvey County is a very highly-respected, pro-

active county that sets an example for other counties.   

5. Sheriff T. Walton reported that inmate revenue for last month was $97,000, and 

the jail population is now 110.   

6. Jim Meier, reported that there were downed trees from a recent storm that had to 

be removed on North Burmac between 36
th

 and 60
th

 Streets. He also reported that 

he has met with authorities in Burrton about drainage north of Highway 50 on 

Burmac Road to the entrance of the IMMI building.  

7. Greg Nye presented information and copies of a tax foreclosure petition.  Regier 

Title is preparing title information and lists of mortgage companies.  Property 

owners will then be served and publications will be printed in the Newton 

Kansan.  A number of the cases have already been paid.     

8. Counselor Nye also reported that the Sedgwick County Commission voted to 

annex certain Harvey County lands to the Eagle Drainage District.  An order was 

then prepared and sent to him. Harvey County GIS has prepared a list of 

landowners which has been forwarded to the County Clerk, who will then send 

the list to Kurt Harper, the attorney for the drainage district. 

9. Gina Bell, Director of Planning & Zoning, reported that she attended a Small 

Flows Conference recently where she participated in some significant discussions 

about the oil and gas boom that is beginning in Kansas because of fracking.  Some 
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counties have received requests for “man-camps.”  There is talk of 5,000 people 

moving into the southern part of Kansas because of this boom.  The 

Commissioners feel that there is probably not enough oil in the county to 

potentially cause a problem.  However, they asked Gina to make sure that the 

zoning laws are in place to handle problems if they arise.  Byron Warta stated that 

the oil people are looking for disposal wells to dispose of the used fracking water. 

There is a bill before the house to allow the water to be spread over pastures.  

Hopefully more research will be done by K-State before any decisions are made.  

Although the larger oil and gas companies are fairly easy to keep track of, the 

smaller ones are much harder.   

10. Anthony Swartzendruber reported that today is the final day of interviews with 

employees for the compensation and classification study.  He also reported that 

the Auditor will be here for the next two weeks.   

 

CITIZEN’S FORUM:     

There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum. 

 

Warrant checks in the amount of $194,343.31 and hand written checks in the amount of $647.50 

were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Bob Cheney, Director of the Noxious Weed Department, presented the proposed invitation to 

bidders for the 2012 purchase of herbicides for the Noxious Weed Department.  Commissioner 

Krehbiel made a motion to approve the bid specifications as presented.  Commissioner Westfall 

seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting was recessed for five minutes.   

 

Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendent, presented a contract and proposal from Poe and 

Associates to perform the 2012 biennial bridge inspections.  The bid total to inspect 283 bridges 

in Harvey County is $34,698.00.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to approve the proposal 

from Poe & Associates.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously.   

 

At 10:50 a.m. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 

20 minutes to discuss economic development.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and 

it was passed unanimously.  Also in attendance for the session were John Waltner, Anthony 

Swartzendruber, Counselor Greg Nye, Joyce Truskett, and Jackie Reimer.  At 11:10 a.m. 

Commissioner Westfall made a motion to extend the executive session for another 15 minutes 

with the same persons in attendance.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was 

passed unanimously.  Executive session ended at 11:25 a.m. with no action being taken. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
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