
MINUTES OF 

 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

July 23, 2012 

 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on July 23, 2012 with all 

three Commissioners present.  Commissioner Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.   

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

 No items were added to the agenda. 

 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. The canvass of the Primary Election will be held on August 16 at 9:00 a.m.   

2. The 4-H picnic will be held July 24 at Athletic Park. 

 

Minutes of the July 16 regular Commission meeting and the July 17 budget work session were 

corrected and approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner 

Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel asked that a letter be sent to the employees of the Driver’s 

License Office commending them for their patience and service to customers 

during this time of increased demand from other counties in the office.  It was 

reported on Channel 10 that there will be a possible rate increase for renewals of 

out of county residents.  A brief discussion was held about how to distinguish 

county residents from out of county residents. 

2. The Commissioners heard the first reading for the recommendation for 

appointment of Terry Gowin to the Harvey County Parks Advisory Board, 

replacing Walt Silvernale.   

3. Jan Jones, Director of Domestic Violence, presented the corrected Emergency 

Shelter Grant Application for the Commissioners to approve.  There was a 

correction on the date of the application.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion 

to authorize the Chairman to sign the corrected grant application.  Commissioner 

Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

4. John Waltner reported that there will be a meeting at in Topeka tomorrow 

afternoon to discuss the possibility of a Waste-To-Energy facility being located at 

the Transfer Station.  ICM, who is developing the system, has had discussions with 

Waste Connections about the supply of MSW.  In addition to John, those attending 

will be Roy Patton, Anthony Swartzendruber, possibly Commissioner Krehbiel, 

and several representatives of ICM.  The developing system would require that 

MSW be minimally processed and then non-combustibles would be removed.  

They will be talking with Westar in the meeting, primarily to introduce ICM, and 
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then discuss the early stages of interconnect and then some discussion about a 

power purchase agreement.   

5. As reported at the Commission meeting last week, there was an incident at East 

Park where a gentleman collapsed and subsequently died.  During the emergency, 

the EMT attendants used a defibrillator that is located at the Park, but it failed to 

fire.   The attendants then used their own defibrillator and it also failed to fire.  It 

was determined that both units detected a faint heartbeat which would prevent 

them from firing.    However, it has been determined that we need to purchase a 

new defibrillator because the one located at the Park is so old.  There are $2,000 in 

funds from the KCAMP Risk Management Program that can be used to purchase a 

new one.  There is also a need for one at the Courthouse and at West Park.  The 

cost of one unit is approximately $1,300. 

6. The Commissioners received copies of the statutes regulating diversion 

agreements.  Discussion with the Sheriff’s Office and the Attorney’s Office will be 

held regarding the use of the diversion program and the funding provided by it.  

John asked that a brief executive session be held toward the end of the meeting. 

7. Sheriff T. Walton reported that the jail population is now at 118.  All the newly 

hired employees have now begun work at the Detention Center; however there are 

two female officers that will be taking some maternity leave.  Detention Officers 

who are expecting will work only in either housing or master control until their 

pregnancies are completed.  There is also a Detention Officer that will be 

deploying to Afghanistan in November for a year long deployment.   

8. Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendent, reported that Heft and Sons 

successfully re-sealed seven miles of Hesston Road on July 17 and 18.  He also 

reported that a pre-construction conference was held with LaFarge Construction 

regarding the resealing project for 2012 that will start on Meridian Road either 

August 6 or August 13.  The decking on the bridge on SW 60
th

 is now ready to be 

repaved.  LaFarge declined the paving job, so the Road & Bridge Department will 

do the paving.  He also reported that there are several items from the Road & 

Bridge Department that are now listed on the Purple Wave Auction which will end 

on August 7.  The total bid to date is $6,190.       

9. Anthony Swartzendruber reported that all budget books have been updated with 

the changes agreed upon in the budget work session on July 17.  The notice of 

hearing will be published. 

10. Byron Warta submitted a map of drought areas and a map of existing oil and gas 

wells that are either in production or have been closed off, and the amount of water 

used for fracking.   

 

Warrant checks in the amount of $61,730.85 and hand-written checks in the amount of $1,518.33 

were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  

Motion passed unanimously. 
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CITIZEN’S FORUM:    

 Connor Ackerberg, Scout with Troop 127, introduced himself and explained that he is 

attending the meeting because he is working to receive the Scouting Communications 

Badge.  Sheriff Walton reported that this troop has also done some work at the Detention 

Center.  Commissioner Roberson explained about the waste-to-energy project that has 

been in progress at the site of the old Harvey County Landfill.  If the project is successful 

it would not only reduce the amount of trash that would be buried in landfills, it would 

also generate energy that could be sold for electricity. 

 

Counselor Greg Nye presented an Oil and Gas Lease between Harvey County and Petra Energy 

Services, LLC.  He explained several clauses contained in the lease that may need to be corrected 

or changed.  This includes language regarding shut-in wells, possible fracking water disposal 

wells, ingress and egress easement on surrounding property, and others.  There is not an agreed 

upon amount per acre listed in the contract.  Counselor Nye will research the lease further and 

report back next week. 

 

Anthony presented the Notice of Budget Hearing for approval.  The notice sets the maximum mill 

levy for the County at 31.316 mills.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve the Notice 

of Budget Hearing.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

 

At 10:20 a.m. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 

10 minutes to discuss attorney/client confidential information from KCAMP Insurance.  

Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.  Also in attendance 

for the session were John Waltner, Anthony Swartzendruber, Counselor Greg Nye, and Joyce 

Truskett.  Executive session ended at 10:30 a.m. with no action being taken.    

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 

 

 


