
MINUTES OF 

 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

August 20, 2012 

 

 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on August 20, 2012 with all 

three Commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.   

 

ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Westfall asked if the air conditioner at Camp Hawk is malfunctioning.  

John will check with Kass Miller, Camp Hawk Supervisor.   

2. Anthony Swartzendruber reported that the application to KDOT for funding for the 

reconstruction of the Newton City/County Airport runway will be approved pending 

approval from the Secretary.  There are several requirements that will need to be met. 

The funding will be used to fulfill the possible additional 5% grant match required by 

federal funding for the project.  The KDOT funds would come through the KACIP 

Division of KDOT.   

3. Commissioner Roberson reported on the breakfast with Farm Bureau this morning. 

There is concern about the lack of rainfall and cattle prices.  There is talk about 

adding anhydrous ammonia to hay and straw to make a better feed for cattle, 

however there are differing opinions on this process.   

4. Commissioner Krehbiel reported that a very large milk plant is being built near 

Hugoton.   

 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel will attend the Community Corrections meeting in Judge 

Walker’s chambers on August 23
rd

.   

2. Commissioner Krehbiel will be on vacation from September 4 to September 20. 

 

Minutes of the August 13
th

 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 

Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Senator Pat Roberts will be in Newton tomorrow.  He will meet with some elected 

officials and business leaders at 9:00 a.m. at Meridian Center.  There will be a tour of 

the Logistics Park and the Newton City/County Airport at 9:20 a.m.  There will then 

be a round table discussion at Meridian Center at 9:45 a.m. which will last until 

about 10:30 a.m.  

2. Jo Miller, Director of the Health Department, has resigned to accept a job in 

Colorado.  Her last day will be August 24
th

.  There will be a small reception held at 

the Health Department on Thursday, August 23
rd 

at 9:30 a.m.  

3. The second reading for the appointment of Barrick Wilson to the RSVP Advisory 

Council was heard.  John reported that he talked to Mary Spires, Director of RSVP, 
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about concerns because Mr. Wilson does not live in Harvey County.  Mr. Wilson 

worked in Harvey County and is invested in the community in other areas.  There are 

currently 4 or 5 positions open on the advisory council.  Following some discussion, 

Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to appoint Barrick Wilson to the RSVP 

Advisory Board.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously.  

4. Sheriff T. Walton reported that a fatality accident occurred at 1
st
 and Ridge Road last 

Tuesday resulting in a vehicular homicide charge.  The driver was also charged with 

battery of a Detention Center Officer.  The incident was recorded on the new camera 

system.     

5. Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendent, reported that the overlay of roads for 

2012 should be completed tomorrow.  The striping of roads is expected to begin in a 

week.   

6. Byron Warta reported that the demolition of the airport runway is scheduled to begin 

today.  The project will be done in thirds, with only 1/3 of the runway being torn up 

at one time.  Fuel sales at the airport are 12-18% more than last year at this time.  He 

also reported that there are 9 wells north of Alta Mills that had to reduce pumping 

water because of the drought.  There are also 23 wells north of Valley Center that had 

to reduce pumping.  The Kansas Water Authority has already begun investigating 

what to do if the drought continues.  Sixty-three percent of the State of Kansas is 

classified as being in “Extreme Drought.”  The City of Council Grove is one of 

several cities that now have water restrictions.  The long range weather forecast 

indicates very little moisture.    

7. The Chairman of the Commission and the County Clerk signed the county 

certification for the Conservation District budget.   

8. Roy Patton, Director of Solid Waste, informed the Commission that he had received 

a complaint about trash trucks using 24
th

 Street west of the Transfer Station.  The 

issue of traffic on this road was also brought up at the Farm Bureau breakfast this 

morning. 

 

CITIZEN’S FORUM  

 There were no items presented during citizen’s forum. 

 

Warrant checks in the amount of $116,870.05 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 

Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Anthony Swartzendruber presented Resolution No. 2012-15, authorizing the sale and conveyance 

of land to Asbury Park, Inc.  In 2006 the County issued Industrial Revenue Bonds in the amount of 

$4,500,000 to Asbury Park who now wishes to purchase the Project and release the lien from the 

land.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2012-15, authorizing the 

sale of land to Asbury Park, Inc., and authorize the Chairman and the Clerk to sign Exhibit B, bill of 

sale, and Exhibit C, release of lease.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed 

unanimously.   
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Kevin Cowan, Bond Counsel, presented Resolution No. 2012-16, authorizing and directing the 

issuance, sale and delivery of general obligation bonds, series 2012.  The bonds, in the amount of 

$300,000, are to be used to pay for runway improvements at the Newton City/County Airport.  Mr. 

Cowan also presented a Bond Purchase Agreement between Harvey County and UMB Bank of 

Kansas City, Missouri, acting as a correspondent bank of the First Bank of Newton.  Using a local 

bank will save the County several thousand dollars in fees and charges.  Although it varies from 

year to year, the average interest rate for the bonds is 2.66%.  The first year debt service will be 

$25,000 and the second year will be the highest at $41,800.  Thereafter, it ranges from $36,000 

descending to $31,000 towards the end of the loan.  The loan can be paid off without penalty at any 

time.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2012-16 and authorize the 

execution of the Bond Purchase Agreement.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it 

was passed unanimously.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 

 

 


