
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

September 12, 2011 
 

 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on September 12, 2011 with 
all three commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 
following the REAP meeting. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. The Commissioners received a letter from USD #373 inviting them to a planning 
meeting for Communities in Schools on September 20 at 7:00 p.m.  However, all 
Commissioners and spouses will be attending the annual Farm Bureau annual 
meeting that will be held at the same time. 

2. Commissioner Roberson received a phone call from Steve Kelley inquiring about 
the situation with the Holdeman residence that is being built in the rural area of 
the county.  It has been determined that the property is in the breach area of a 
watershed dam.  An engineer has been hired by the owners of the property to 
engineer a berm to protect the property.   

3. Commissioner Westfall received a call from a resident who reported that there is 
missing signage for school bus stops on East First Street at Airport Road for 
eastbound traffic and East Lake Road for westbound traffic.  Jim Meier, Road & 
Bridge Superintendant, will look into this issue. 

4. Commissioner Westfall will not be able to attend the Chamber of Commerce 
breakfast this Friday.  Commissioner Roberson will attend instead.   
 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. The REAP meeting for the month of October will be held on the first Monday 

instead of the second Monday. 
2. Commissioners Krehbiel and spouse and Westfall and spouse will attend the 

Chamber of Commerce dinner to be held on Thursday, September 22, 2011. 
 

Minutes of the August 29 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Jim Meier, Road & Bridge Superintendant, reported that the sealing project on 
Hesston Road will begin on Wednesday, September 14.  The overlay project on 
NW 36th between West Park and Halstead Road will begin on September 19.   
Paul Ferguson, Engineer with Poe & Associates, has reminded Jim that that there 
are 28 bridges that will need to be inspected annually, so Jim has requested that 
he submit a bid for the inspections.   

2. Commissioner Westfall asked about the status of the purchase of a truck for Road 
& Bridge after no bids were received.  The same bid specifications have been sent 
to four additional dealerships and the bids will be opened on September 19.   
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3. Sheriff T. Walton reported that a memorial service was held at the VFW on 
September 11 to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks that 
occurred on that date in 2001.  He also reported that the jail population is at 100.  
The number of federal prisoners is fairly constant at 37 or 40.  Chris Anderson is 
going to be hired to paint the pod doors at the jail. 

4. Greg Nye, County Counselor, reported that Bud Cowan represents the 
Community State Bank on a mortgage foreclosure on a property that has unpaid 
property taxes which would require the county to be joined in the foreclosure 
action.  Since Counselor Cowan has also represented the County on some matters 
and is currently representing them on an open claim, a waiver from the County is 
required to avoid a conflict of interest.   Commissioner Roberson made a motion 
to waive the conflict of interest issues with Bud Cowan in the mortgage 
foreclosure case of Community State Bank vs. M. H. Kansas.  Commissioner 
Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   

5. Greg Nye reported that a decision has been made by Judge Lyle in a claim for 
unemployment benefits by a former employee.  The employee appealed the case 
after he was initially denied the benefits.  A phone hearing was then held and the 
hearing judge overturned the original decision and allowed the benefits.  
Counselor Nye then appealed that decision to a three judge panel.  On a split 
decision, the judge’s panel upheld the decision of the hearing judge to allow 
benefits.  The case was then appealed to District Court who overruled the three 
panel judge and the hearing judge and upheld the initial decision to deny 
unemployment benefits.   

6. There was also a claim from the sheriff’s department regarding an injury to an 
inmate in the Detention Center.  KCAMP authorized Counselor Nye to negotiate 
a settlement in the case.  Settlement was negotiated and the claim was released.   

7. The litigation involving Alta Township has now been settled.   The Drainage 
District will continue to remove the debris that has affected the drainage flow 
downstream.  It will take approximately two years due to budget funding.   

8. John Waltner reported that ICM has been promoting their gasifier nationwide.  
There is to be a photographer and reporter from the Wichita Eagle there this 
morning.   

9. The east entry to the Courthouse will be closed on Wednesday in order to replace 
some windows damaged in a June hail storm..   

10. Commissioner Westfall nominated Commissioner Roberson to be the voting 
delegate for KWORCC for the November KAC meeting.  Joyce Truskett will be 
the alternate.  Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion and it was passed 
unanimously.   

11. A meeting will be held tomorrow afternoon at 3:30 p.m. at the Grace Community 
Church to discuss the process for the Health Department to receive accreditation. 
Sonia Armbruster from the Sedgwick County Health Department will be making 
a presentation.   

12. Test results were received from KDHE last week that the waters at East Lake, 
West Park, and Camp Hawk continue to have Blue-Green Algae.  The level of the 
algae indicates that warnings have to be posted, not just advisories.   
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13. Discussion was held regarding possible redistricting for the Commission districts 
based on the 2010 census information.  The County Clerk will prepare some 
possible reapportionment plans for later discussion.   

14. Commissioner Roberson asked Sheriff Walton about the cancellation of contracts 
with Mirror Inc. and ESSDACK diploma completion inmate program.  Sheriff 
Walton stated that the funds budgeted for these programs have been depleted.  
Anthony Swartzendruber said that there is $3,745 from the special alcohol fund 
that could be used to help fund these two programs.   
 

CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
There were no items presented during Citizen’s Forum. 

 
Warrant checks in the amount of $50,061.97 for the week of 9/1/11, and $109,393.96 for the 
week of 9/8/11 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson, seconded by 
Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.  Handwritten checks in the amount of 
$185,900 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner 
Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Gary Cundiff, representative from Westar Energy, attended the meeting to discuss the rebuild of 
a 69 KV Line.  The line will be rebuilt to 138 KV.  There are trees located on County property 
on west First Street in Newton  that will need to be removed for which the county will be 
reimbursed $1,200.  Because the trees were planted and tended by the City of Newton, 
Commissioner Westfall made a motion to grant the right of way required by Westar and accept 
the settlement agreement of $1,200 to be given to the City of Newton.  Commissioner Roberson 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
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