
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

May 23, 2011 
 

 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on May 23, 2011 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Roberson reported that Mike Thomas, Barber County 
Commissioner, has been hospitalized with a serious illness. 

2. Commissioner Roberson received a call from James Unruh regarding the poor 
condition of Northeast 36th Street which is the road that leads to the Newton 
Municipal Golf Course.   

3. Jason Mitchell, owner and manager of several apartment complexes in the City of 
Newton, contacted Commissioners Roberson and Westfall about a waiver of 
penalties for recycling violations for apartment complexes.   

4. Commissioner Westfall inquired about the status of the proposed remodel of the 
east entrance to the Courthouse in order to provide greater security during the 
transfer of prisoners from the Detention Center to District Court.  Estimates have 
been obtained for three different options, a metal door that raises, a glass wall 
with a door, and a sheetrock wall with a door.  The Commissioners would like to 
move forward with the project.   

5. Commissioner Krehbiel attended a meeting with Clean Line Energy Company 
last week in Hutchinson regarding a proposed transmission line, which will 
traverse the State of Kansas, south to north.  The meeting included Reno, Harvey, 
and Sedgwick Counties.  
 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. The Commission received a letter from Newton Mayor Ken Hall requesting a 

time for the City and County to meet with Ed O’Malley, President and CEO of 
the Kansas Leadership Center. The Commission will try to meet with Mr. 
O’Malley on June 6th.   

2. Reservations to the June 1st EDC annual banquet will be made for Commissioner 
Roberson and spouse, Commissioner Krehbiel and spouse, and Commissioner 
Westfall. 

 
Minutes of the May 16, 2011 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Byron Warta reported that the Avcon Company located at the Newton 
City/County Airport continues to grow and will be employing a few more people. 
There is anticipation that larger airplanes, possibly as large as a 737, will be 
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landing at the airport to have repairs done at Avcon.    Mr. Warta also reported on 
the water resources meeting that he attended last week, where extensive 
discussion was held regarding the Ogalala Aquifer.  He reported that a meeting of 
the Lower BAC will be held on June 2 in Newton at the City Service Center on 
South Kansas Ave. 

2. Sheriff T. Walton reported that a car theft suspect from another county caused the 
closure of the interstate for a time over the weekend.  He also reported that there 
was another injury accident that occurred on Highway 50.  The horses that have 
been the center of an animal abuse case and therefore in the care of Harvey 
County will be adopted out this weekend, transferring the cost of caring for the 
animals to the new owner. 

3. Jim Meier, Superintendant of Road & Bridge, requested permission to advertise 
for bids for the chip seal project to be done this summer.  Commissioner Westfall 
made a motion to approve advertising for bids for the chip seal project.  
Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   

4. The Commissioners received a copy of a letter sent from J.R. Hatfield, Halstead 
City Administrator, thanking Roy Patton, Director of Harvey County Transfer 
Station, for participating in a celebration in Halstead on May 14 by collecting a 
truck load of household hazardous waste.   

5. John Waltner informed the Commissioners that Elyssa Lovelady, former Harvey 
County Appraiser, and Cookie Wiebe, former Health Department employee, have 
both been diagnosed with cancer and are undergoing treatments.   

6. Riverpoint Church, located across the street south of the Courthouse, is requesting 
the closure of 8th Street the evening of June 21st to accommodate a church 
function.   

7. T-Works representatives will be going to different areas of the state and will be in 
this area on Tuesday, May 31st to report the road projects that have been chosen 
for construction within the state.  

8. Counselor Greg Nye reported that the County was served with a notice of claim 
regarding actions taken by the Halstead Police Department, who arrested a person 
for violation of a Protection from Abuse order before the person was actually 
served with the order.  KCAMP has received the paperwork and will be handling 
the response from the County. 

9. Commissioner Westfall has been contacted about a possible tea party function to 
be held this summer.   

10. Commissioner Roberson made a motion to approve the recommendations of the 
current CDDO Board to appoint Craig Simons and Dr. Marcella Aycock to the 
CDDO Board, with their terms to begin on July 1, 2011 and end on June 30, 
2011. Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed 
unanimously. 

 
CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
 There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum. 
   
Warrant checks in the amount of $180,303.53 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
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Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Lonnie Buller, Director of Emergency Management, presented the proposed 2012 budget for the 
Emergency Management Department.  The budget includes a funding request to add a position 
for an Assistant Director for the Department.  Mr. Buller stated that required exercises and 
planning are some of the most demanding duties of the department.  The total proposed budget is 
$159,517 in comparison with an actual expenditure of $87,528 in 2010. 
 
Kay Johnson, Manager of the Office of Environmental Initiatives for the City of Wichita, gave a 
presentation on ozone levels and their environmental impact on the Wichita metropolitan 
statistical area, which includes Harvey, Butler, and Sumner Counties.    
 
Margaret Hermstein, Register of Deeds, presented the proposed 2012 budget for the Register of 
Deeds Office.  Ms. Hermstein stated that the work load for the office continues to increase, 
especially with the new FEMA flood maps.  The total proposed budget request is $138,341 
compared to an actual budget expenditure of $115,769 in 2010.  The budget contains a request 
for an additional full-time clerk in the office.     
 
Sheriff T Walton presented the proposed 2012 budget for the Sheriff’s Department and 
Detention Center.  In an attempt to keep the budget in line with 2010 levels, a request for 
additional staff in both the Sheriff’s office and the Detention Center will be deferred to the 2013 
budget.  In addition, some projects have been eliminated because of the lack of funding and 
manpower. Sheriff Walton requested that the maintenance and upkeep of the Law Enforcement 
Center be funded through the Courthouse General budget rather than the Sheriff’s budget.  There 
are building repairs that need to be addressed, such as the front steps and new carpet in areas of 
the building.  Included in the budget are capital outlay requests of $27,000 for the purchase of a 
new patrol vehicle for the administration division; $112,000 to purchase 4 new vehicles for the 
patrol division; $30,000 to purchase jail management software; and $6,000 to purchase an 
industrial dishwasher for the detention center.  The total budget request for 2012 is $3,282,038 
compared to 2010 actual expenditures of $3,182,671. 
 
At 11:50 a.m. the Commissioners left to attend lunch and a presentation at the Harvey County 
Historical Society.   
 
At 1:30 p.m. the meeting resumed in the Commission room.  Scott Davies, Director of Planning 
and Zoning, presented the proposed 2012 budget for the Planning & Zoning and Environmental 
Departments.  The budget contains a request to move the secretarial position from a part-time 
position to a full-time position adding $22,945 to salaries and benefits.  The budget also contains 
a capital outlay request of $1,500 for the purchase of a file cabinet and upgrades for the existing 
desk used by the secretary.  The total budget request for Planning & Zoning is $84,016 compared 
to an actual expenditure of $58,648 in 2010.  The total budget request for the Environmental 
Department is $42,005 compared to an actual expenditure of $34,502 in 2010.   
 
John Waltner reported that Harvey County was authorized an original amount of $217,244 in 
funding for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program.  However, notification has been received 
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that there are unused funds from other programs that are now available for the NSP.  
Commissioner Roberson made a motion to approve an application for $30,000 in additional 
funding for the NSP program.   This will enable the county to meet current and anticipated 
budget obligations for 2 completed projects.  The money will go to Habitat for Humanity to pay 
for overages incurred during construction.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it 
was passed unanimously.   
  
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk, presented the proposed 2012 Clerk and Elections budget.   
The Clerk’s budget contains a capital outlay request of $3,800 for the purchase of a new filing 
system, and the Elections budget contains an additional amount of approximately $7,000 in part-
time salaries and wages for temporary office clerks during the presidential election.  The total 
request for the Clerk’s budget is $224,831 in comparison to actual expenditures of $197,027 in 
2010.  The total request for the Elections budget is $71,800 in comparison to actual expenditures 
of $65,869 in 2010. 
 
The Commission toured the newly remodeled and refurbished 911 Communications Center. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.  
 
 
THE BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
             
      Ron Krehbiel, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     Marge Roberson, Member 
       
            
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk   George A. “Chip” Westfall, Member 


