
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

January 18, 2011 
 
 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on January18, 2011 with all 
three Commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Roberson updated the commission on the ReNewton project with 
the Newton City Commission and she thinks they will approve it.  She asked them 
to send a copy of the maps to our Planning & Zoning Department.   

2. Commissioner Krehbiel stated that the annual township meeting is coming up and 
asked if the road signs will be given over to the townships. 

3. Commissioner Krehbiel went to West Park this weekend while the Scout 
Roundup was in process and he said there were more people on the east side than 
have ever been on that side before.  Commissioner Westfall also went out on 
Saturday evening.  There were over 4700 people there. 

 
 CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Westfall stated that the Farm Bureau breakfast is listed as being 
held on February 21 and 22 and that since the County offices will be closed on 
February 21, this date needs to be cancelled. 

2. Commissioner Krehbiel stated that there is a Central Kansas Regional Solid 
Waste Authority meeting Wednesday evening at 7 p.m..  

3. Commissioner Krehbiel will be attending a meeting on Friday afternoon at 
Bentley regarding the Eagle Drainage District 

4. Commissioner Westfall stated that there may be a February 15 complex 
development meeting update. 

 
Minutes of the January 10, 2011 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. John Waltner said Gene Wendling is asking for a count from the commissioners 
for the February 12 Valentine lasagna banquet.   

2. John Waltner reported that Joyce Truskett is scheduled for surgery today about 
noon. 

3. John Waltner received a call from Craig Clough stating that his mother-in-law 
passed away on Sunday. 

4. John Waltner handed out a copy of an e-mail that Phil Adams received from 
Marcia Miller complimenting our Road & Bridge Department for maintaining the 
county roads during the recent snow storm. 

5. John Waltner reported on the update from Suzanne Loomis about the Hauck 
Drainage project. 
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6. John reminded the commissioners that there will be an I-135 Interchange project 
meeting at the Chisholm Trail Shopping Center on January 25.  It will be a public 
meeting. 

7. Greg Nye reported that 2010 real estate taxes will need to be paid on properties 
sold at the tax foreclosure sale on December 29, 2010.  Prior year’s taxes will be 
foregiven. 

8. The commissioners and Phil Adams had a discussion about street signs in the 
county being maintained.  Yellow warning signs are the responsibility of the 
townships and stop signs are the county’s responsibility.  Phil will have 
something ready to present to the township officers at the annual Township 
meeting February 7.   

9. Sheriff T. Walton reported that 16 deaths have been investigated so far this year.  
He also stated that one of his officers was first on scene at the Siemens fire in 
Halstead.  On Friday night a pedestrian was killed on Burmac Road.  They are 
still investigating this death.  There are 103 residents in the jail.  He also reported 
that the detention center roof is no longer leaking and the inmates are dry. 

10. Byron Warta stated that a bill was introduced in the State Legislature for 
correction of dams on private property. 

11. Greg Nye reported that the Lochenmeyer Oil & Gas lease has come through.  It is 
a request to ratify and renew the old lease.  The main purpose is to clean up and 
maintain the status quo.  Greg is going to ask for an accounting of what has been 
produced so far and if the lease had lapsed. 

12. Commissioner Westfall asked if someone would be able to take down the 
Christmas tree that is still in the courthouse lobby. 

 
CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
 There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum.  
   
Warrant checks in the amount of $354,134.67 and manual checks in the amount of $1,994.10 
were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Roberson. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Melanie Watkins from CASA asked the commission for use of the front lawn of the Harvey 
County Courthouse during the month of April to display approximately 802 pairs of children’s 
shoes that would represent each child that had a case of abuse and/or neglect reported in Harvey 
County during the fiscal year of 2010.  Discussion was held about how the lawn would be 
protected from damage, pulling the display if there was vandalism or deterioration of the display, 
and removing it if the Carr trial is being held in April.  Commissioner Roberson moved to allow 
CASA to use the lawn for the month of April to display approximately 802 pairs of shoes as part 
of the Child Abuse Awareness month based on the concessions discussed, seconded by 
Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Rich Hanley, Department on Aging Director, reviewed the Senior Mill Levy Provider Quarterly 
Report for the Fourth Quarter of 2010 that he presented to the commissioners.  
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John Waltner reported that with the development of the Kansas Logistics Park and with the 
projection of what we see will be happening over the next years, it was determined that we might 
want to develop a foreign trade zone.  In attendance at the commission meeting were Bob Myers, 
City of Newton Attorney, Irene Hart, Director of Sedgwick County Division of Community 
Development and Sherdeill H. Breathett, Sr. from Sedgwick County Economic Development to 
discuss expanding Sedgwick County’s foreign trade zone.  The Federal Government is 
encouraging FTZs to apply for ASF status.  Commissioner Westfall moved that we issue a letter 
of support to Sedgwick County to join the Service Area of Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) No. 161, 
seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Anthony Swartzendruber, Finance Director, presented the revised Harvey County Purchasing 
Procedure Policy for approval.  Commissioner Roberson moved that the commission adopt the 
Harvey County Purchasing Policy dated January 18, 2011 as presented, motion seconded by 
Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.  Anthony Swartzendruber presented the 
revised Harvey County Purchasing Card Policy.  Commissioner Westfall moved that the 
commission approve the Harvey County Purchasing Card Policy dated January 18, 2011 as 
presented, motion seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
At 11:17 a.m. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 
30 minutes to discuss economic development, proprietary information, and personnel issues, 
seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion carried unanimously.  Also included in the 
session were John Waltner, Counselor Greg Nye, Anthony Swartzendruber and Bette Rhine, 
Deputy Clerk.  Executive session ended at 11:45 a.m. with no action being taken. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
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