
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

February 7, 2011 
 
 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on February 7, 2011 with all 
three commissioners present.  Commissioner Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Chairman Krehbiel received a letter from Community Corrections who reported 
that their funding from the State of Kansas is being significantly cut.     

2. It was reported that a new foundry owned by a company in Spain is to be 
constructed in Hutchinson.  The foundry, which will support the wind energy 
industry, will reportedly employ 130 people.   
 

 CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. Commissioner Roberson will attend a KCAMP meeting in Topeka on 

February 24th.   
2. There will be a Fairgrounds Complex meeting held on Tuesday, February 15th.    

Notices will be sent out to participants. 
3. The annual Township Dinner meeting will be held tonight at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Road and Bridge Department.     
4. The Valentine’s Dinner in Halstead is Saturday, February 12th at 5:00 p.m. 

Commissioner Westfall will not be attending.    
5. The Farm Bureau breakfast meeting will be held on February 22nd at the 

Breadbasket.   
6. John Waltner reported that the Kansas Affordable Airfares Program has been 

audited and there will be a post-audit hearing in Topeka at 12:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 9th.  There is a concern with the return on investment, even 
though this was not a part of the initial legislation.  When the initial legislation 
was passed, there was no directive to make money for the State of Kansas.  There 
was a study of the program done by Wichita State University which indicates that 
the return on investment is $5.25 per dollar of investment as opposed to a rate of 
$2.32 per dollar of investment as indicated by another source cited in the audit.     

 
Minutes of the January 31, 2011 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Chairman Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
At 9:15 a.m. Commissioner Roberson made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 
15 minutes to discuss economic development and proprietary interests.  Also included in the 
session were Suzanne Loomis, City of Newton Engineer, John Waltner, Anthony 
Swartzendruber, Counselor Greg Nye, and Joyce Truskett, County Clerk.  Executive session 
ended at 9:30 a.m. with no action being taken.   
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Sheriff T. Walton reported that one of the sheriff’s vehicles was damaged after 
having to be towed out of a ditch.   

2. There will be another state tax discussion meeting to be held at the Prairie Harvest 
meeting room at 11:30 a.m. on February 10. 

3. John Waltner reported that inspection firms have been sent information regarding 
the upcoming inspection of the East Lake Dam.  The inspection cannot be done in 
conjunction with the inspections of some of the area watershed dams.  They are 
different types of inspections.  The East Lake dam is currently classified as a 
Class B dam, which is a significant hazard dam.  There is concern that after the 
inspection, it will be classified as a high hazard dam.    

4. Bids for sheriff’s vehicles were received and opened at last week’s Commission 
meeting.  There were two bids for the mini-van, but only one bid for the 
remaining vehicles.  John met with Undersheriff Todd Hanchett, and Sheriff T. 
Walton, to make sure all specifications were met.  There were a few items 
specified that were not listed on the bid.  The bidding dealership was contacted 
and agreed to comply with the specifications at no extra charge.  An additional 
bid was received at 2:22 p.m., which was after the 10:30 a.m. bid receipt deadline. 
 The bid had been sent via UPS overnight delivery.  Discussion was held 
regarding bid receipt deadlines.  Phil Adams, Road and Bridge Superintendent, 
suggested that bids be sent to Department Heads, rather than the Administration 
Department. Department heads know who received the bid lists and who is 
planning to bid.  Commissioner Westfall suggested the bid deadline be moved to 
5:00 p.m. on the Friday preceding the bid opening. John Waltner suggested that 
bids be opened prior to the meeting to verify that all specifications are met.   

5. A recommendation for an appointment to the Council on Aging Board was 
presented.  Eva May McGee, Halstead, has been recommended for appointment 
to the Board.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to accept and approve the 
appointment and waive the second reading.  Commissioner Roberson seconded 
the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

6. Commissioner Roberson made a motion to approve a recommendation from the 
Harvey-Marion County CDDO to appoint Patti Carter, parent/guardian, as a joint 
appointment by both Harvey and Marion Counties to the governing board.     
Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   

7. Sheriff T. Walton reported that the Detention Center population was 115 over the 
weekend.   

8. Phil Adams reported that Sheriff T. Walton will attend the Township meeting 
tonight to talk about the signage issues in the County.  Phil also reported that 
there are some issues with FEMA administrative fees, which are 10% of the 
project amount, and how they are paid and recorded.   
 

CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
 There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum.  
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Warrant checks in the amount of $475,977.14 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Kass Miller, East Lake Supervisor, reported that there is some critical electrical work that needs 
to be completed at the Camp Hawk residence.  If possible, the work will be done by a Parks 
Employee, pending verification of his ability to do so.  Subcontractors have also been contacted 
about bids for roofing, siding, and guttering for the Camp Hawk residence.  Kass also reported 
that the septic retention pond for the East Lake residence is leaking.  Scott Davies, Director of 
Planning & Zoning, has recommended a septic system rather than a lagoon.  Parks personnel will 
proceed with the installation of a septic system and do as much of the labor as possible.  Kass 
also reported that $10,000 was budgeted for the safety inspections on dams, and the first bid he 
received is $3,000.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. the Commission recessed for a period of 10 minutes.   
 
At 10:45 a.m., Commissioner Roberson made a motion to go into executive session for a period 
of 45 minutes to discuss economic development, items of proprietary interest, and personnel 
issues.  Also included in the session were ICM Representatives, Patrick Ralston, Monique 
Garcia, and Bert Bennett; John Waltner, Roy Patton, Anthony Swartzendruber, Counselor Greg 
Nye, and Joyce Truskett, County Clerk.  At 11:30 a.m., Commissioner Westfall made a motion 
to extend the executive session for a period of 15 minutes until 11:45 a.m.  Commissioner 
Roberson seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.  Executive session ended at 
11:45 a.m. with no action being taken. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
THE BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
             
      Ron Krehbiel, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     Marge Roberson, Member 
       
            
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk   George A. “Chip” Westfall, Member 


