
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

April 4, 2011 
 

 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on April 4, 2011 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Westfall informed the other Commissioners that Vicki Schmidt, 
Senator from the 20th district, writes a very informative newsletter that is 
accessible online. 
 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. Tom Morey, National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator for the state of 

Kansas, will attend the Commission meeting on April 18th to clarify issues and 
answer questions on the new flood plain maps and regulations.   

2. The canvass of the April 5th, City/School Election will be held on Friday, April 
8th at 9:00 a.m.  

3. There will be a Chamber Legislative meeting held at Charlie’s Restaurant at 8:30 
or 9:00 a.m. 

4. Commissioner Roberson will attend a KCAMP meeting in Topeka on April 21. 
5. The RSVP Volunteer Appreciation Banquet will be held on Tuesday, April 26th 

at 5:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Newton.   
 

Minutes of the March 28, 2011 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Sheriff T. Walton reported that March was an expensive month for the Sheriff’s 
office.  Some of the problems they dealt with were the discovery of a meth lab, a 
rolling meth lab, two suicides, a fire, and a homicide.  The department has had 
significant overtime.  The department will also help to cover shifts for North 
Newton Police Chief, Ray Classen, who will be off work with a leg injury.  
Sheriff Walton also reported that the new A/C unit located on the Detention 
Center roof is malfunctioning again.  The unit is three months old.   

2. John Waltner, Counselor Greg Nye, and Roy Patton met with Westar Energy 
representative, Suzanne Coin, to discuss alternative energy sources.  Westar 
seems very interested.   

3. Commissioner Krehbiel reported that the land where the gun range is located in 
the western part of the county has sold.  The former owner still has an appeal 
pending on litigation filed against the county with regard to the gun range. 
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4. Bids for general obligation bonds will be submitted electronically on April 18th.  
The process will be completed with documents ready for signing in the afternoon. 

5. Some discussion was held regarding the mower bids from last week’s commission 
meeting.  There was an inquiry from the Grasshopper dealer, who had provided a 
bid on the mower. 

6. Doug King has requested that the Commission respond to a proposal he submitted 
for a waste-to-energy system.   

7. The Commission received a complaint about the condition of a property on East 
Lake Road that is being used for storage of junk autos and heavy equipment.  
Scott Davies, Director of Planning & Zoning, will be asked to check the property. 

8. John Waltner and Anthony Swartzendruber talked by phone with the bond rating 
agency last Wednesday.  The County appears to meet all the qualifications 
necessary, providing the county does not go under the reserve fund balance 
limitations. 

9. Administration will meet with Department Heads next week to discuss budgets 
for the 2012 year.   

10. Anthony Swartzendruber will meet with the Overhead Door Company and the 
Cheney Door Company to obtain an estimate on the cost of locating a door in the 
east foyer area to provide greater security during the transfer of inmates from the 
detention center to the district court area.   

11. The changes to the personnel manual have been completed and a final review will 
be conducted by the Administration Office.  The manual will then be presented to 
the Commission for final approval.   

12. A proposal to repair the lagoon for the ranger residence at East Lake will come 
before the Commission in the next couple of weeks.  The Commissioners 
requested that administration provide a proposal on range residences to it can be 
determined whether to repair the lagoon at the East Lake residence. 

13. Byron Warta reported that members of the Airport Board met at the airport last 
Friday with a consultant.  The airport continues to increase in usage and expand 
in business locations.  There is only one building remaining at the airport that is 
empty.  The airport has only one hangar that is big enough to handle the larger 
airplanes that are now coming in and more space will be needed as demand 
increases.    

 
CITIZEN’S FORUM: 

There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum. 
 
Warrant checks in the amount of $28,338.15 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Melanie Watkins, CASA Director, presented the sign that will be placed this week on the 
courthouse lawn to bring awareness to child abuse in Harvey County.  Commissioner Roberson 
made a motion to approve a proclamation to proclaim the month of April, 2011 as child abuse 
prevention month.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 
 
  
THE BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
             
      Ron Krehbiel, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     Marge Roberson, Member 
       
            
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk   George A. “Chip” Westfall, Member 


