
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

November 22, 2010 
 
 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on November 22, 2010 with 
all three Commissioners present.  Chairman Westfall called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Chairman Westfall requested information about Jayhawk Pipeline easement at 
Harvey County West Park.  

 
CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. There will be a retirement open house for Olin Harris on December 9, 2010 from 
1:30 p.m.– 4:00 p.m. in the Harvey County Community Room. 

2. The annual Zoning Department dinner will be held on December 14, 2010, at 6:30 
p.m. at Fox Ridge Restaurant. 

3. The Extension Council will hold their annual meeting on November 23, 2010, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Harvey County Community Room. 

4. Legislative Forum sponsored by the Farm Bureau Association will be held on 
November 29, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. at the Breadbasket. 

5. Health Ministries Federal Grant Application at Shalom Mennonite Church on 
Friday, December 10, 2010, at 11 a.m. 
 

A correction was made to the November 8, 2010 minutes concerning the CDDO. The shortfall  
created by the State of Kansas reduction in basis money was corrected to $1,500 this year and 
$3,000 for the calendar year, not $13,000 as previously stated. Minutes of the November 8, 2010 
Commission meeting were then approved, as amended, upon a motion by Commissioner 
Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Rich Hanley, Harvey County Department of Aging Director, asked the 
Commission to sign a letter requesting his appointment as the Harvey County 
proxy to the Coordination Transit District #12 board.  Commissioner Roberson 
made a motion to sign the letter, which was seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel. 
The motion passed unanimously, and the letter was signed. 

2. Treasurer Becky Fields was present at the meeting to advise the board that her 
office will be closed from July 1, 2011, through July 6, 2011. The State of Kansas 
will be installing a new tag computer system. The Driver’s License department 
will be closing at noon on November 24, 2010, due to a power issue in Topeka. 
Becky also stated that the 2010 Real Estate Tax statements will be sent out today. 

3. Commissioner Roberson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2010-35, 
authorizing and providing for the acquisition, by eminent domain proceedings, of 
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various permanent right-of-way and easements for public street, utilities and 
drainage purposes from real estate located in Sections 22, 26, and 34, all in 
Township 23 South, Range 1 East, of the 6th P.M. Commissioner Krehbiel 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

4. A request was approved for Road and Bridge to request bids for a Hydraulic truck 
conveyor for shouldering paved roads and for four salt spreaders. Bids will be 
accepted on December 20, 2010 at 10:00 a.m for the salt spreaders, and 10:15 
a.m. for the hydraulic truck conveyor. A motion was made by Commissioner 
Krehbiel and seconded by Commissioner Roberson, and was approved 
unanimously. 

5. A letter was received from Janet Cagle, Director of the Harvey/McPherson 
Counties Community Corrections to re-appoint Barbara Bunting to their Advisory 
Board. The motion was made by Commissioner Krehbiel and seconded by 
Commissioner Roberson to make this appointment for a term from October 2010 
to October 2013, and waive the second reading. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

6. Anthony Swartzendruber informed the Commissioners that representatives from 
ING Deferred Compensation gave presentations to employees on November 18 
and 19.  The presentations were well received and several employees have signed 
up for this benefit. 

7. Commissioner Roberson received $2,000 from KCAMP at last week’s Kansas 
Association of Counties Conference.  The risk reduction grant funds will be used 
to reimburse the County for purchasing a new electric box at the Road and Bridge 
department and for two new truck tarps for the Solid Waste department. 

8. Anthony Swartzendruber gave a brief overview/update on the TWORKS process 
and the Kansas Logistics Park project.  The agenda packets included more 
information on these projects.  

9. Sheriff T. Walton reported that the Detention facility was down to 104 inmates 
last Wednesday. He also stated he is tracking House Bill 2517, which changes the 
laws related to domestic violence offenses.   
 

 
CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
 No citizens requested to speak to the Commissioners.  
   
Warrant checks for the election expenses were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Warrant checks for regular County business were then approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
   
 
There was a large number in attendance to voice their opinions and hear information concerning 
Resolution  No.2010-36, regarding open burning and creating a burning permit system in 
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Harvey County. Emergency Services personnel present included Lonnie Buller, Harvey County 
Emergency Management; Courtney Becker, Harvey County Emergency Communications; Jim 
Van Schaick, Halstead Fire Chief;  Merlin Johnson, Chief of Harvey County Fire District #1 – 
Walton; Steve Johnson, Harvey County Fire District #1; Rusty Walter, Burrton Emergency 
Medical Services; Gary Denny, Newton Fire Chief; Russ Buller, Hesston Emergency Services 
Director; Jon Roberts, Burrton Fire Chief; Joe Auhlman, Sedgwick Fire Chief; in addition to 
multiple citizens.  
Lon Buller started the discussion by providing an overview of the resolution and handing out a 
map of the 11 fire districts providing fire protection services to Harvey County residents.  There 
was discussion at length about the resolution and its requirements. Commissioner Roberson cited 
concern over the requirement to stay with the fire until extinguished, since brush fires tend to 
smolder for an extended period of time. Chairman Westfall asked that language be clarified in 
relationship to the length of permit issuance and the definition of a bon fire. Chairman Westfall 
also suggested permits be issued on a calendar year schedule and that they be issued by the 
County, instead of Fire Chiefs, as some citizens may need to track down more than one fire 
chief, possibly out of County, to get permits to burn.  Chairman Westfall indicated he didn’t 
want too many agencies involved, but rather a streamlined, centralized process. Commissioner 
Krehbiel stated that individual fire department chiefs would best be able to issue permits since 
they would be aware of hazardous conditions within their areas. Garry Denny addressed the 
Commissioners stating that the intent of the fire chiefs was to have permits issued on a calendar 
year basis, and that the chiefs wanted the authority to issue permits for only limited amounts of 
time based on the requestor’s past burning history and fire conditions in their particular portion 
of the County. Lon Buller indicated that permits for some citizens may need to have a restricted 
time period if their previous burning experience doesn’t prove they can set and manage a fire in 
a safe manner.  Also, there was a concern among the farmers about Sec 2, part “e”. This section 
calls for open burning to be supervised at all times, which would be a hardship for land owners 
burning off fields. There was also an inquiry about the need to include air quality standards in 
the resolution. 
Chairman Westfall reiterated the need to keep the process as simple as possible, and suggested 
more work be done to the resolution, including the items previously discussed, references to the 
K.A.R. and K.S.A., the grounds on which a permit can be denied or revoked, and a change to the 
fire supervision requirement. Greg Nye asked for clarification on who the Commissioners want 
to issue the permit. Commissioner Krehbiel indicated the chiefs, Chairman Westfall indicated the 
County, and Commissioner Roberson requested a streamlined process, in which the chiefs have 
proper input. Another suggestion from Commissioner Westfall was to carve out the parts of the 
County that are high risk and give chiefs authority to issue permits in those areas or give the 
chiefs and Lon Buller the authority to issue permits. Greg Nye plans to work with Lon Buller to 
revise the resolution and present two drafts to the Commissioners for their consideration no later 
than early 2011. 
 
Anthony Swartzendruber discussed the need for the Harvey County Public Building Commission 
to adopt a resolution authorizing the offering for sale of revenue bonds for plan and design 
related costs for the fairgrounds complex project. Chairman Wendling called the meeting to 
order at 11:20 a.m. A motion was made by Chip Westfall and seconded by Vice-Chair Motter to 
waive approval of the November 8, 2010 minutes. The motion passed unanimously. Chairman 
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Wendling stated that the purpose of the meeting was to consider Resolution No. 2010-02, 
authorizing the offering for sale of revenue bonds, series 2010, for plan and design costs for the 
fairgrounds building and related improvements. Anthony Swartzendruber stated that this 
resolution was the next step in the bond sale process after approving an authorizing resolution at 
the previous PBC meeting, and that the bids would be awarded on Monday, December 6, at 
11:00 a.m. Secretary Denno then made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2010-02, and Vice-
Chair Motter seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. With no further business to 
come before the Public Building Commission, Secretary Denno made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 11:20 a.m. Vice-Chair Motter seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 
 
Scott Davies, Harvey County Planning and Zoning Director, presented an application submitted 
by David and Raeanne Barr, for permission to create a parcel eligible for  a residential building 
permit under a provision in Article 9, Section 9.05 of the Harvey County Uniform Development 
Code which allows parcels of less than 40 acres to be eligible for a residence because there is a 
low level of productivity for agricultural purposes. The Harvey County Regional Planning 
Commission considered this request, and by a vote of 10 in favor and 0 opposed recommended 
approval. The Commission received and reviewed the staff report. Commissioner Krehbiel made 
a motion to accept the recommendation of the Regional Planning Commission and approve the 
application for a split off of approximately 17 acres from a 120 acre parcel located in the 
northwest quarter of Section 32 of Walton Township, Case No. 32-22-2E. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Roberson. The motion passes unanimously.  
 
Suzanne Loomis, City of Newton Engineer/Director of Public Works presented the Commission 
with four bids on the Hauck Addition Drainage Ponds project at the Kansas Logistics Park. 
Suzanne recommended the Commission accept the bid from Unruh Excavating LLC at a cost of 
$280,137.88, and approve the contract for engineering services with Ruggles & Bohm, P.A., for 
inspection and testing, at a cost of $36,800.  Commissioner Roberson made a motion to accept 
the bid from Unruh Excavating LLC and approve the contract with Ruggles & Bohm, P.A. for a 
total project cost, including design, contingency, and project administrative costs, of 
$387,105.63. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel and approved unanimously.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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      George A. “Chip” Westfall, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     Ron Krehbiel, Member 
       
            
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk   Marge Roberson, Member 


