
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

May 3, 2010 
 
 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on May 3, 2010 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Westfall called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Westfall stated that the Harvey County Web Site needs to be 
updated.  He also asked that the minutes of the Fairgrounds Development 
Committee to be posted on the site.   

2. Commissioner Roberson received a call from Jason Reynolds, a local pastor who 
serves as a chaplain for the Sheriff’s Office, regarding the recent large number of 
suicides that have occurred in Harvey County.  A suicide prevention coalition has 
been organized and Commissioner Roberson has been asked to participate.  They 
will meet this coming Wednesday.    
 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. Three interviews for the position of Assistant Administrator/Director of Finance 

will be held on May 6 at 9:00, 10:00, and 11:00 a.m. 
2. Commissioner Roberson will travel to Topeka on May 18 to attend the KCAMP 

meeting on May 19.   
3. The monthly REAP meeting will be held at 8:00 a.m. on May 10 in the meeting 

room at the Chisholm Trail Mall in Newton.  The Commission meeting will begin 
at 10:00 a.m. 

4. The Chamber of Commerce annual steak cookout and luau will be held on Friday, 
May 21 at the Sand Creek Station Golf Course.  Commissioners and their spouses 
will attend. 
 

Minutes of the April 26, 2010 Commission meeting were corrected and approved upon a motion 
by Commissioner Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. John Waltner received a copy of the application for the Emergency Shelter Grant 
from Marion Nichols, MidCap representative.   

2. John updated the commission on the status of Health Ministries which is having 
difficulty with funding.  Although they are providing services to many new clients, 
they are mostly clients who have no insurance or ability to pay for the services.  
Grant monies will not be available for another 6 to 8 months and the Health 
Ministries Board will need to make a decision soon.  They will come before the 
commissioners in the next couple of weeks. 

3. The commission received a formal letter of request from the group who came 
before the commission last week to request the commission to allow them to use 
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the courthouse lawn on May 6 for activities in recognition of the National Day of 
Prayer. 

4. John Waltner informed the commission that Mickey Fornaro-Dean, Director of 
Harvey County EDC, said that they have a very good prospect for the warehouse 
building at Walton.  Although there is no cost estimate, Harvey County will be 
asked to contribute by repairing the access road to the building.   

5. Willis Heck, Harvey County Representative to the Highway 50 Association, 
reported to the commissioners that the group has decided not to take a position on 
how to fund the highway projects, but instead requested that there be a new plan.  
Funding for highway projects is controversial in the legislature with some favoring 
motor vehicle taxes and others favoring sales taxes.  The group will not meet again 
this year but may hold a teleconference.  Preservation and maintenance of existing 
roads is their propriety. 

6. Dave Ryan, Director of Maintenance, successfully completed a class sponsored by 
the Westar Energy Building Operator Certification Program and was presented a 
letter of recognition from the commissioners. They thanked him for taking the time 
and energy to participate in and complete the class.  They spent time talking about 
our aging building.  The potential for significant things to go wrong is high.  Dave 
has some practical ideas to circumvent some of these problems.  

7. Scott Davies, Director of Planning & Zoning, became aware that Mike McGinn 
had built a building and grain building without a permit and that it is in the flood 
plan.  A permit and fines were issued. 

8. Phil Adams, Road and Bridge Superintendent, reported that lightening struck the 
shop last week.  All communication there was knocked out and they have spent the 
last week trying to get back in full operation.  Regier Construction finished the 
construction of the lean-to storage shed and construction on the West 12th Street 
bridge has begun with the driving of pilings. 

9. Lonnie Buller, Director of Emergency Management, reported that after talking 
with fire chiefs in the county he feels that conditions warrant the lifting of the burn 
ban.  He reported that the Grasslands Fire Index is low for the next week.  The 
burn ban was terminated. 
 
 

CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
There were no citizens present. 
 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by 
Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioners received a proposed contract from Stutzman Refuse Disposal to manage and 
operate the Harvey County Recycling Center.  The new contract stipulates that the county will 
now pay $15 per ton for recyclables.  Stutzman Disposal will receive $10 of the $15 for 
processing the recyclables.  Stutzman also requested that this be a multi-year contract.  
Commissioner Roberson made a motion to approve the contract effective May 3, 2010 and 
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terminating May 3, 2013.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
The commission recessed for break at 10:20 a.m. 
 
At 10:30 a.m., Todd Hanchett, Harvey County Undersheriff, opened bids for the switch-over of 
radio equipment and lights for five sheriff’s vehicles.  The bids are as follow: 
 Flint Hills Fire 2,995.00 
 Custom Car Audio 2,910.00 
Although Custom Car Audio was the low bidder, Undersheriff Hanchett had asked for references 
which were not supplied with the bid; therefore, Commissioner Roberson made a motion to 
accept the bid from Flint Hills Fire for removal and installation of the equipment in the amount 
of $2,995.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
No bids were received for the decaling of the vehicles.  New bids will be received at 11:00 a.m. 
at the May 10 commission meeting. 
 
At 10:52 a.m. Commissioner Roberson made a motion to go into executive session for a period 
of 28 minutes to discuss economic development.  Also in attendance for the session were 
Counselor Greg Nye and Charlie Summers.  Executive session ended at 11:20 a.m. with no 
action being taken. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 
 
 
THE BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
            
      George A. “Chip” Westfall, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     Ron Krehbiel, Member 
       
            
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk   Marge Roberson, Member 


