
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

June 28, 2010 
 
 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on June 28, 2010 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Westfall called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Westfall inquired as to the status of the project to use the dental 
building located across the street south of the Law Enforcement Center to house a 
workout center for the officers.  Undersheriff Todd Hanchett will be meeting with 
Counselor Greg Nye to determine policy for the use of the facility.    

 
CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Roberson will attend the KCAMP meeting in Kansas City on 
July 15 and 16.   

2. Commissioner Westfall will attend the REAP Executive Committee meeting on 
July 7 to receive and review bids for the low airfare project.   

 
Minutes of the June 21, 2010 Commission meeting were corrected and approved upon a motion 
by Commissioner Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2010-13, setting 
the solid waste fees for 2010.  The fee rate will remain unchanged.  
Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   

2. Phil Adams, Superintendent of Road & Bridge, presented the proposed 
specifications for the purchase of a self-propelled highway sweeper.  He will send 
the specs to possible bidders.   

3. Scott Davies, Director of Planning & Zoning, gave the Commission information 
on the ground water contamination that occurred in Halstead several years ago.  
The KDHE identified the contamination, which was caused by the Legg 
Company, in 1985.  There are two possible recommendations to deal with the 
contamination, one at a cost of $600,000 and the other at a cost of $2,500,000.  

4. It was reported that although the Emergency Housing Grant has been denied at 
this time, additional information will be sent and it may yet be approved.   

5. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve amendment #09-NSP-008 to 
the Neighborhood Stabilization program and authorize the Chairman to sign.  
Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.  
The amendment details the responsibilities of the County regarding environmental 
reporting for the program.  Harvey County has been allotted funds of $217,000, 
but money that is uncommitted by September 15, 2010 will have to be returned.  
Habitat for Humanity has had difficulty finding a building site that meets all the 
requirements of the program, however a site has now been located that should 
meet all the qualifications.    
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6. John Waltner reported that Darren Hughes, who farms the ground where the new 
Fairgrounds will be located, has requested permission to plant another crop on the 
property.  He was given authorization to double-crop.   

7. Kass Miller, East Park Ranger, has inquired about the recent change in the 
fireworks regulations for Harvey County.  Discharge of fireworks in the Harvey 
County Parks was not allowed under the prior regulation, and he asked whether 
that would remain the same.  Counselor Greg Nye will re-examine the new 
regulation, but the consensus of the Commission was that fireworks should not be 
allowed in the Parks. 

8. John Waltner has checked the number of hours that were actually recorded by the 
Indigent Defense Panel for the last budget year.  There is a significant gap 
between the hours that the panel says is required to handle the cases, and the 
actual hours that were recorded on a voucher.  John surveyed some other counties 
and found that Reno County has a panel of seven that are paid $70.00 per hour.  
However, the hours they were paid were fewer than what is recorded in Harvey 
County.  McPherson County hires two law firms who handle all the appointments 
and records of hours.  District Court Clerk, LDeena Jones, will provide 
information on the number of cases that were handled in the last budget year 
compared to the year before.     

9. The State will no longer provide money for indigent burials.  There are 
approximately 10 to 12 indigent burials per year in Harvey County.  John met 
with the Sheriff, the Coroner, and Karen Robb, Coroner’s Assistant.  Karen has 
checked with other counties to see how they plan to cover the loss of funding.  To 
keep costs down she suggested that an agreement with local funeral homes be 
made to use cremation in indigent cases at a cost of $550.  Ashes could be spread 
in the Parks, and a plaque would be placed in memoriam.  Counselor Nye will 
prepare an agreement this week.   

10. Sheriff T. Walton reported that he has completed three grants this month, a KOPS 
grant, a grant for jail management software,  and a grant for equipment for the 
OSCAR task force.  

11. Phil Adams, Road & Bridge Superintendant, reported that work on several 
bridges in the county is progressing.  Commissioner Westfall received a 
complaint about SW 36th Street, so Mr. Adams will check the area where a 
culvert was cut in under the road.   
 

CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
 Steve Lang, owner of Hardwood Companies in Burrton, presented a personalized walnut 
gavel to the Commission made from a tree grown and harvested by John Will, a life long 
resident of Harvey County grown and harvested the tree.  The gavel was presented to the 
Commission in appreciation for the help and support given to the Hardwood Companies.  The 
Company is opening a warehouse for their products in Prosper, Texas.     
 
The Commission welcomed Anthony Swartzendruber. 
 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson, seconded by 
Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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The Commission meeting was recessed at 10:00 a.m. to convene a meeting of the Public 
Building Commission.  Eugene Wendling, PBC Chairman, called the meeting to order.  In 
attendance at the meeting were Richard Boyles and Tom Finger, representatives from USDA; 
Richard Denno, Byron Motter, Chip Westfall, and Eugene Wendling, PBC members; and Kevin 
Cowan, bond counsel.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to approve the PBC minutes of 
the prior meeting, and Richard Denno seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Richard Boyles explained the key documents for the Fairgrounds project.  They are as follows: 

1. The lease, prepared by Kevin Cowan, bond counsel from Gilmore and Bell, is an 
important document because it identifies the revenue stream from which the 
payments for the project will be made. 

2. The second document is the Project Cost Estimate, which is a summary of the 
funding sources and the uses of the funding.   

3. The internal rural development summary of the construction programs and the 
cost categories. 

4. The funding application which will allow the agency to act upon the project.  It is 
anticipated that the application will be submitted on July 6, 2010.  The application 
will be for the amount of $11,500,000.  This document will also certify that there 
are no close relationships between the PBC and Rural Development.   

5. The feasibility study prepared by Wichita State University. 
The interest rate for the loan from Rural Development has been adjusted from 4.125% to 4%.   
The PBC meeting was adjourned at 10:27 a.m. upon a motion by Richard Denno, seconded by 
Byron Motter.   
 
Kevin Cowan gave the Commission information about refinancing some of the existing bonds 
held by the county.  Dustin Avey, representative from Piper Jaffrey contacted the County and 
said that there would be at least a 3% savings for the county.  Kevin Cowan explained that they 
would like to call and redeem two of the bonds in August and this is probably the best 
opportunity to refinance.   
   
Commissioner Roberson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2010-14, authorizing the 
offering for sale of general obligation refunding bond, series 2010.  Commissioner Krehbiel 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Rich Hanley, Director of Department on Aging, and Ray Vale from the Central Plains Area 
Agency on Aging presented an agreement and information on the funding for services in Harvey 
County.  Commissioner Roberson made a motion to approve the agreement and authorize the 
Chairman to sign and then present it to the Sedgwick County Commission for approval.  
Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Larry Sharp, representative from KCAMP Insurance, presented the loss ratio for Harvey County 
for the year 2009.  The loss ratio for Harvey County is just a little over 63%.  The average for 
counties within the State of Kansas is 61%.  The loss ratios for Harvey County have been above 
average, with a ratio of over 100% for the year 2008.   The ratios for the last four years are a 
factor in premium costs.  Law enforcement liability continues to be the greatest risk.   
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Mindy Vogt, NCRS representative, presented the proposed 2011 Conservation District budget.  
The budget increased only nominally.  Mindy introduced Gay Spencer, a new staff member 
taking the place of Kirk Miles.  The allocation for the Conservation District has not increased for 
the last three years.   The Commission will take the proposed budget under advisement. 
 
Susan Lamb, Executive Director of Communities in Schools, presented a request for funding of 
$5,000 for the organization for 2011.  This organization has not been funded by Harvey County 
in the past, but other funding resources have diminished.  Their mission is to surround students 
with support, empowering them to stay in school and achieve in life.   
 
John Waltner presented an encroachment of easement agreement, to recognize that the business 
sign placed by Parks Aerospace Technologies at their location at the Newton City/County 
Airport encroaches on the easement.  By recognizing this is an encroachment, the County and 
City will have future control options.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve the 
easement and Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:05 p.m. 
 
At 1:05 p.m. Commissioner Roberson made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 
10 minutes to discuss Attorney/Client privilege.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion 
and it was passed unanimously.  Also in attendance for the session were John Waltner, Anthony 
Swartzendruber, and Counselor Greg Nye.  Executive session ended at 1:15 p.m. with no action 
being taken.   
 
Rita Flickinger, Director of Harvey County Health Department, and Sindy Dyck presented the 
proposed 2011 budget for the Health Department.  The budget shows an increase of $25,730 in 
expenses.  Ms. Flickinger is retiring and will be replaced by Jo Miller.   The Commission will 
take the proposed budget under advisement. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
 
THE BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
             
      George A. “Chip” Westfall, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     Ron Krehbiel, Member 
       
            
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk   Marge Roberson, Member 


