
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

June 7, 2010 
 
 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on June 7, 2010 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Westfall called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 
following the REAP meeting. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel asked Sheriff Walton about problems at the parks.  
Sheriff Walton reported that there have been some people who have been drunk.  
Commissioner Krehbiel indicated that some training may need to be given to the 
park rangers to be able to handle these situations. 

2. Commissioner Roberson, Commissioner Krehbiel, John Waltner, and Roy Patton 
attended the Solid Waste meeting in Hutchinson last week.  They were told that 
our tipping fee will be raised $2.00 a ton.  Our fee has not been raised for quite a 
while. 

3. Commissioner Roberson said Roy Patton brought up the issue of needles in the 
trash and this is becoming a safety hazard for our workers.  She asked Reno 
County at the meeting if they are having the same problem.  They said that since 
they don’t hand sort trash at their location, they don’t have as much of a problem 
as other counties do.  Roy suggested that we contact KDHE to ask for support for 
funding red boxes to put at the high rises where the most volume is generated 
mostly due to diabetics.  It was also suggested that the public be educated about 
how to dispose of needles and other sharp instruments.  We will contact the 
Health Department to see of they can give some assistance on this issue. 

4. Commissioner Westfall suggested that we have maintenance clean up by the east 
entrance. 

5. Commissioner Roberson reported that Commissioner Westfall has been chosen by 
REAP to serve as an at-large member of the Executive Committee. 

 
CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. On Thursday, June 10 at 9:30 a.m. there will be a Harvey County Public Building 
Commission meeting. 

 
Minutes of the June 1, 2010 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. John reported that the tea party LaVerle Busenitz is conducting has been changed 
from June 19 to July 10.  The tea party will be held on the courthouse lawn. 

2. John reviewed the pharmaceutical billing report.  The Feds are required to 
purchase drugs from Diamond Pharmaceutical, but we are allowed to purchase 
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from any pharmacy.  We are able to save quite a substantial amount by being able 
to purchase some drugs locally. 

3. Job interviews for the new Health Department Director will be held Tuesday, 
June 8 at 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

4. John Waltner suggested that the commission consider submitting an application to 
USDA for financing for the fairgrounds complex.  A public meeting is scheduled 
at 10:00 a.m. on June 14 during the commission meeting as part of the process.  
The architect will be in attendance. 

5. Rita Flickinger’s retirement event will be June 29 at 2:00 p.m. at the courthouse. 
6. The Morgan Law office across the street that we purchased for removal to build a 

new employee parking lot is still standing.  Notice was published for bids to 
remove the building and we didn’t receive any proposals.  We were recently 
contacted by someone interested in submitting a proposal to remove the building.  
A second notice was published and proposals need to be submitted by Tuesday, 
June 8. 

7. The new weight room will only be available to Harvey County and City of Newton 
Law Enforcement personnel and 911personnel but not to any family members or 
outside people. 

8. John Waltner will respond to the Office of Judicial Administration regarding 
supplemental pay for Judge Hilgers.  Staff was directed to send one lump sum of 
the remaining 2010 commitment to the Office of Judicial Administration. 

9. A memo was received from KCAMP offering defensive driving training for 
Sheriff officers. 

 
Sheriff Walton reported the roofs on the Detention Center and offices are done and he is hoping 
for a good rain storm to test them.   
 
Phil Adams, Road & Bridge Director, reported that they started working on the Kansas Street 
bridge this week.  The 12th Street bridge is coming along nicely with the pilings being set.  A 
new employee started today and Phil will be on vacation next week. 
 
CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
 There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum 
 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson, seconded by 
Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Lon Buller, Emergency Management Director, presented the proposed 2011 budget for 
Emergency Management.  He had three line items that he wanted to explain.  The rest of his 
budget stayed the same.  The Commission will take the proposed budget under advisement. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 11:44 a.m. for the commissioners to attend the Harvey County 
Historical Society meeting and lunch.  Deb Hiebert, Director, presented the proposed 2011 
budget for the Harvey County Historical Society.  The Commission will take the proposed 
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budget under advisement.  No action was taken at the meeting. 
The commission meeting reconvened at 1:30 p.m. 
 
LDeena Jones, Clerk of the District Court, presented the proposed 2011 budget for District 
Court.  Their only additional line item is an upgrade to the black phones like the rest of the 
courthouse uses.  Judge Walker requested that the front lobby chairs be replaced because the old 
ones have torn fabric.  LDeena reported that the state is not going to initiate any future furloughs 
and they have authorized hiring two new employees to replace the two they lost.  The 
Commission will take the proposed budget under advisement. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. following the lunch break.   
 
THE BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
             
      George A. “Chip” Westfall, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     Ron Krehbiel, Member 
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