
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

December 20, 2010 
 
 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on December 20, 2010 with 
all three Commissioners present.  Chairman Westfall called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel, John Waltner, and Phil Adams, County representatives; 
Jack Ratzlaff and Clyde Young, Lakin Township Officers; and Dennis Sanders 
and Denice Bruce, ASR representatives, met last week to try to resolve a dispute 
in Lakin Township about the cost of road maintenance associated with the ASR 
project.  Although the City of Wichita ASR Project cannot provide monetary 
restitution to the Township, they can provide extra material.  The Township may 
have to issue some no-fund warrants to finish out 2010, but with the help of the 
ASR project, they believe they can save enough in material purchases in 2011 to 
repay the warrants. 

2. Commissioner Krehbiel reported to Phil Adams that the west side of the bridge on 
NW 36th that spans the Little Arkansas River needs some repair.   

3. Commissioner Westfall reported that there is also a sign for southbound traffic on 
Halstead Road that has been twisted by wind and needs to be repaired.   

4. Commissioner Krehbiel reported that there were some brush piles burned north of 
Highway 50 on the east side of the river the latter part of last week.  It was 
unknown whether special permission had been given.  There was a county-wide 
burn ban in effect at the time.  

5. John Waltner and Commissioner Westfall attended the Prairie View Legislative 
session last week.  74th District Representative Don Schroeder was the only 
legislator that attended. 

6. Chairman Westfall reported that Eagle Med and Life Team are planning to merge. 
Eagle Med rents one of the largest buildings at the Newton City/County Airport.   

7. Commissioner Westfall reported that after the story about the communications 
tower to be placed near Burrton ran in the Newton Kansan, a couple of citizens 
near Walton and East Lake are offering land for the placement of a 
communications tower there.   

 
CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. There will be an Aviation Commission meeting held at 4:00 p.m. today. 
2. The Commission has been invited to attend an Economic Development Council 

meeting on January 12, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. 
3. There will not be a regular Commission meeting held on December 27 unless it 

becomes absolutely necessary. 
4. Commissioner Roberson will give a congratulatory speech for the graduation 

ceremony of the Circle of Friends on December 21, 2010. 
 
Minutes of the December 13, 2010 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously.  
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Information was provided to the Commission regarding the savings realized by 
the county following the implementation of the spousal carve-out policy for the 
county health insurance plan.    

2. The Parks Department has requested permission to increase the charge per camper 
for the Scout Rendevous that is held every year at West Park.  There are 
approximately 4,000 campers expected to attend in 2011.  If the increase is 
allowed, the cost would be $2.00 per camper and would take effect in 2012.   

3. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2010-42, 
cancelling certain county warrants.  These warrants mostly represent uncashed 
checks.  Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion and it was passed 
unanimously. 

4. John Waltner and Roy Patton, Director of the Transfer Station, held a conference 
call with Bert Bennett and Patrick Ralston, representatives from ICM, about the 
renewal of the lease contract between ICM and Harvey County.   ICM continues 
to perform tests with a gasifier at the site of the old landfill.  Roy said the only 
significant issue has been with direct communication between ICM and KDHE 
without consulting with him first.  ICM has agreed to clear any communications 
with either John or Roy before it is submitted to KDHE.  A copy of the proposed 
lease agreement was presented to the Commissioners.  ICM is requesting that the 
duration of the lease be extended from one year to two years.  Commissioner 
Krehbiel made a motion to approve the 1st amendment of the lease to ICM and 
changing the duration of the lease to two years.  Commissioner Roberson 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   

5. Roy also reported that Waste Connections, who recently purchased Stutzman 
Refuse, has requested permission to operate two shifts at the Recycling Center.  
Roy Patton suggested that the Commission consider additional compensation for 
the extra electricity that will be required.  As a temporary measure, Waste 
Connections has been granted permission to leave some of their trucks at the 
Transfer Station so they don’t have to be driven back and forth from Wichita.  
However, the trucks need to be plugged in to electricity so the diesel does not gel. 
Discussion has been held and a fee of $50 per truck per month has been 
suggested.   

6. Chad Frey, Director of RSVP, informed the Commission that he has resigned to 
take the position of Managing Editor with the Newton Kansan and his last day at 
RSVP is December 23.  

7. Phil Adams, Road and Bridge Superintendant, reported that used equipment sold 
on the purple wave auction brought $7,250.  Phil also informed the Commission 
that the department has been performing a lot of crack sealing in the County.  The 
Department is planning to apply some brine to roads in anticipation of icy 
weather predicted for Thursday and Friday.     

8. Connor Sabel, Analyst with the Governor’s Grant Program, performed a site 
check at the Harvey County Sheriff’s Office on November 12, 2010.  Sheriff T. 
Walton received a letter stating that all requirements have been met and the 
Department is in full compliance.  Sheriff Walton also informed the Commission 
that the jail population is currently 106.  Interviews for a new Detention Center 
officer are occurring today. 
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9. After discussion with Lonnie Buller, Director of Emergency Management, and 
Sheriff T. Walton, the Commission decided not to extend the burn ban. 

10. Allen Short attended the Commission meeting to inquire about the upcoming 
Sheriff’s sale.  Counselor Greg Nye informed him that the Sheriff’s tax sale will 
be held at 10:00 a.m. on December 29th in the Courthouse Community Room.  
Three houses that will be sold at the sale with the starting bids to be the amount of 
back taxes owed on the properties.  Mr. Short complimented the Commissioners 
on how they handle the issues presented during the Commission meeting.     

11. Byron Warta reported on the Kansas Water Authority meeting he attended that 
was held on December 15.  Discussion was held regarding 6,000 dams in the 
State of Kansas.  There are 550 of the dams that are in need of repair.  There is 
concern about the hazards of the dams including property damage and loss of life. 
 He also said that Harvey County was mentioned twice during the meeting for the 
County’s participation in the flyover mapping project.   
 

At 10:00 a.m., Phil Adams, Road & Bridge Superintendant, opened bids received for four 
stainless steel salt spreaders.  The bids are as follows: 
 

Bidder Equipment Make Bid Amount 
Midwest Truck Henderson    $19,560 
Truck Parts & Equipment Monroe 22,058  

 Kansas Truck Warren 24,313 
 
Bids for a new hydraulic truck conveyor were also opened.  The bids are as follows: 
 Midwest Truck HTC 6,411 
 Kansas Truck Warren 7,794 
 Truck Parts Monroe 5,394 
 Van Keppel HTC 6,690 plus delivery 
                                  fee of $230.95 
Phil will return at 1:15 p.m. after all bids have been reviewed to make sure all specifications have 
been met. 
 
CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
 There were no items presented during Citizen’s Forum.  
   
Warrant checks in the amount of $274,325.64 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously.  Manual checks in 
the amount of $948.06 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by 
Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously.    
 
A public hearing to amend the 2010 budget was opened at 10:40 a.m. Anthony Swartzendruber 
presented an amendment to amend the general fund from $9,231,903 to $9,447,208 and the 
election fund from $65,000 to $67,000.  Since there were no outside attendees, Chairman 
Westfall closed the hearing at 10:45 a.m.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve the  
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budget amendment as presented.  Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Roberson made a motion to accept Resolution No. 2010-39, to transfer funds 
from the Road & Bridge Fund to the Special Highway Improvement Fund.  Commissioner 
Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   
 
Jessie Kaye, President and Chief Executive Officer of Prairie View Mental Health Center, gave a 
power-point presentation relating to the community needs and funding for mental health.  The 
have been significant recent budget cuts from the State of Kansas.   
 
Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2010-40, exempting from ad 
valorem taxation certain real estate to be improved, expanded and equipped by Park Aircraft 
Technologies Corporation for manufacturing and research and development purposes.  Mark 
Escobal, President of the company, updated the Commission on how the company is 
progressing. Commissioner Roberson Seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
The Commission recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m.  The meeting was called back to order at 1:15 p.m. 
 
John Waltner received a report that the scraper at the Transfer Station is on fire and the fire 
department has responded.   
 
After reviewing the bids for the four stainless steel salt spreaders and the hydraulic truck 
conveyor, Phil Adams reported that the bids met specifications.  Although the conveyor low bid 
included a 10” gate size rather than 16” gate size, it was determined that it would be sufficient.  
Commissioner Roberson made a motion to accept the bid from Truck Parts for the Monroe 
Conveyor in the amount of $5,394, and the bid from Midwest Truck Parts for the spreaders in the 
amount of $19,560. 
 
At 1:20 p.m. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 
30 minutes to discuss personnel issues.  Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously.  Also in attendance for the session were John Waltner, Anthony 
Swartzendruber, and Joyce Truskett.  At 1:40 p.m. only the Commissioners and John Waltner 
remained in executive session.  The session ended at 1:50 p.m. with no action being taken.   
 
 
THE BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
             
      George A. “Chip” Westfall, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     Ron Krehbiel, Member 
       
            
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk   Marge Roberson, Member 


