
 

 

MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

August 30, 2010 
 
 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on August 30, 2010 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Westfall called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Roberson reported that she attended the KCAMP meeting last 
week and progress is being made towards the availability of cyber theft insurance. 
The deductible for the insurance would be approximately $25,000 for counties.     

2. Commissioner Westfall was contacted by two members of the Darlington 
Township Board regarding the maintenance of SW 36th Street from Kansas Ave 
west to Camp Hawk.  The Township states that they are incurring extra expenses 
for maintenance on the road because of traffic going to and from Camp Hawk and 
is requesting assistance from the county.      

3. John Waltner will make reservations for Commissioner Westfall and spouse and 
Commissioner Krehbiel and spouse to attend the annual Chamber of Commerce 
dinner on September 23, 2010.    

4. The Commission received an official letter from State of Kansas Housing 
Resource Corporation granting $20,525 in funding for the Emergency Shelter 
Grant.     
 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. Commissioner Krehbiel will attend the meeting of the Eagle Drainage District to 

be held on September 8 at 10:00 a.m. in the Harvey County Commission Room.  
2. The Quad County meeting will be held on September 20, 2010 at the Fox Ridge 

Restaurant.  Air Quality will be the topic of discussion. 
 

Minutes of the August 23, 2010 Commission meeting and the August 24, 2010 joint City/County 
Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson, seconded by 
Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Scott Davies, Director of Planning & Zoning, presented Resolution No. 2010-21, 
amending the Harvey County Uniform Development Code, amending the text of 
Article 15, Floodplain Development Overlay District.  The amendment will bring 
County codes to accommodate the new FEMA flood maps which will become 
effective October 6, 2010.  Commissioner Roberson made a motion to accept and 
sign Resolution No. 2010-21.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and 
it was passed unanimously. 

2. The Commissioners received a letter from Doug King of Quality Recycling, 
requesting that Harvey County allow him to place an experimental waste-to-
energy system at or near the Transfer Station.  Although the system has never 
been tested, it is estimated that it would burn 100 tons of municipal solid waste 
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per week operating 24 hours per day.  The Commission discussed the pros and 
cons of granting permission.     

3. Anthony Swartzendruber attended a T-WORKS (Transportation Works for 
Kansas) last Monday.  T-LINK meetings were held last year to identify 
transportation needs within regional areas in the State of Kansas.  The State has 
identified projects totaling $11.5 billion, but has funding available for only $8.2 
billion.  Thirty four projects totaling $2.0 billion to $3.2 billion were identified for 
the South Central Region, which includes Harvey County.  However, the region 
has only $300 to $600 million in funding available.  T-WORKS is requesting that 
the leaders of entities included in each region take a regional approach and 
prioritize as to which projects would best serve the entire region, taking into 
consideration economic development, statewide connectivity, safety issues, and 
other factors.  The South Central Region would then present a proposal to the 
State in October identifying the combination of projects that will best serve the 
region within the dollars available.  Preservation of the State Highway system 
will be fully funded with $700 to $900 billion over the next 10 years.   

4. Phil Adams, Road & Bridge Superintendent, informed the Commission that they 
will be receiving a formal request to reopen a mile of roadway on Old Settlers 
Road between 96th Street and 125th Street.  The stretch of road was closed 
sometime between 1988 and 1991.   

5. Broadway Colonial has reported that an indigent death occurred in the last week.  
Harvey County has signed an agreement with Peterson Funeral Home to handle 
indigent deaths, but the agreement does not extend to Broadway Colonial.  
Counselor Greg Nye will prepare an agreement for Broadway Colonial to sign.     
  

CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
 There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum. 
 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by 
Commissioner Roberson.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Scott Davies presented a request by Greg Ferris, on behalf of T-Mobile Central LLC, for a 
conditional use permit to erect a telecommunications tower  250 feet in height on property 
located approximately 1/2 mile east of N Emma Creek Road on the north side of NW 96th Street 
in the A-1 Agricultural zoning district.  Greg Ferris and George Wyrick, representatives from 
T-Mobile attended the meeting.  No formal objections to the placement and construction of the 
tower were received.  The Planning & Zoning Commission approved a variance allowing the 
tower to be 50 feet closer to the west property line than the county’s minimum setback for a 
communications tower permit before the conditional use permit was considered.  The request 
was considered and approved by the Planning Commission by a vote of 11 in favor and 2 
opposed.  The approval was made with the condition that certification be made by a registered 
Kansas professional engineer that the tower will accommodate 4 carriers, that it complies with 
the TIA/EIA 222-G for the wind zone of Harvey County, and that the tower be lighted by white 
strobes through the day and red flashing lights at night.  After review of the staff report, 
Commissioner Roberson made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Planning and 
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Zoning Commission and grant a conditional use permit to erect a telecommunications tower on 
the described property, with the condition that documentation is received from the State of 
Kansas Department of Transportation stating that the setback from Highway I-135 is adequate.  
Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   
 
Phil Rippee and Carl Eyman, representatives from the Kansas Worker’s Risk Cooperative for 
Counties, KWORC, presented information for Harvey County worker’s compensation premiums 
and claims for the years 2003 through 2009.  Reports on premium and loss history, claim 
analysis by department, and claim analysis by accident type were reviewed and discussed.  
Although there was a very high loss ratio in 2005, involving the death of a sheriff’s deputy, 
Harvey County has had a better than average loss ratio, which is currently 54%.  Although most 
counties experience the majority of claims from the Road and Bridge Department, the majority 
of the claims in Harvey County come from Law Enforcement.  As a general rule, those counties 
who experience higher claims from Law Enforcement have an increase in populace.   
 
Jo Miller, Director of the Harvey County Health Department, and Jeree Forbes, Director of 
Health Ministries, gave an update on the sustainability of Health Ministries, which is 
experiencing a funding crisis.  Harvey County has been contributing $40,000 in funds for Health 
Ministries each budget year.  To help resolve the funding crisis they received a funding increase 
from the City of Newton and also received some private funding.  Community stakeholders have 
met and discussed how the organization needs to proceed.  The consensus was to build a model 
that re-evaluates the needs of the community, eliminates duplication of services, and strives to 
make sure that no one falls through the cracks.  Jo Miller has committed $11,000 in funds from 
the Health Department to contract with Rebecca Scott to write a 330E Grant for the clinic, and 
$4,000 to hire Tony Dunn, a healthcare consultant from North Carolina.  Ms. Scott has done 
work with Newton Medical Center and has agreed to write the grant for Health Ministries at a 
reduced fee.  If the clinic receives the 330E Grant, it would give them access to more grant 
funds.  Mr. Forbes stated that Health Ministries is here to stay, sustainability is not the question.  
There is a tremendous need for a community health center and the question is the level of 
services that funding will allow, and the manner in which the services will be provided.  Newton 
Medical Center has offered to co-locate Harvey County Health Department and Health 
Ministries on the Medical Center campus.  This would prevent duplication of services and make 
it easier for the patients served.  Commissioner Westfall stated that there is a belief in the 
community that the average taxpayer contributes three ways to Health Ministries, through 
County taxes, City taxes, and grants paid for by state and federal taxes.  Mr. Forbes said that this 
is not a free clinic, that there is a sliding fee scale according to income.  Verification of income 
must be provided or the patient will pay full charge.  A new fee structure is being provided to the 
Health Ministries Board this week.  Commissioner Krehbiel asked if the Health Department 
budget will accommodate the $15,000 outlay and Ms. Miller confirmed that it would.  
Mr. Forbes also reported that Dr. Adam Lukins, will join the Health Ministries as a part-time 
dentist in September.  They are also planning to hire a dental hygienist.   
 
Janet Cagle, Director of Harvey/McPherson County Community Corrections presented the 
quarterly Community Corrections Comprehensive Plan, budget narrative, and year-end outcome 
report.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve the comprehensive plan and the 
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budget narrative and authorize the chairman to sign.  Commissioner Roberson seconded the 
motion and it was passed unanimously.   
 
At 11:40 a.m. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 
20 minutes to discuss economic development and attorney/client privilege.  Commissioner 
Roberson seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.  Also attending the session were 
John Waltner, Counselor Greg Nye, Anthony Swartzendruber, and Joyce Truskett.  Executive 
session ended at 12:00 p.m. with no action being taken.   
 
John reported that, after talking with Richard Boyles, there will likely be no funding from 
stimulus money from the USDA for the new Fairgrounds.  It could be funded through other 
means, but at a much higher rate.    
 
John Waltner also received a call from Kay Self, who wrote a guest column in the Newton 
Kansan in opposition to the development of the new Fairgrounds.  She has been asked by 
supporters to form an opposition group to attempt to stop the development. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
 
 
THE BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
             
      George A. “Chip” Westfall, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     Ron Krehbiel, Member 
       
            
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk   Marge Roberson, Member 


