
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

September 21, 2009 
 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on September 21, 2009 with 
all three commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. There were no items added to the agenda 
 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. The Commissioners will participate in the Burrton parade this Saturday.  They 

will meet at the school at the south end of Main.   
2. Commissioner Roberson will attend the KCAMP meeting on September 24 in 

Topeka. 
3. The monthly REAP meeting will be held on October 12. 
4. The REAP Go Green Symposium to be held on October 29 & 30 at Kansas 

Newman University has been cancelled.  It will be rescheduled at a later date.   
 

Minutes of the September 14, 2009 Commission meeting were corrected and approved upon a 
motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Larry Sharp, representative with KCAMP insurance, spoke to the Commission 
about the claims history of Harvey County for the last four years.  The loss ratio 
for those years is as follows: 
 2009 (first 6 months) 19% 
 2008 134% 
 2007 169% 
 2006 25% 
The premiums are based on loss ratio and value of property; however premiums 
remain constant throughout the year regardless of losses or added property if they 
are less than $1,000,000.  If there is a high loss ratio or the property value 
increases then premiums are adjusted up the following year.  There are two types 
of risks, managed and unmanaged.  Unmanaged risks are claims due to an act of 
God and managed risks are those due to human error.   The Road & Bridge 
Department typically has higher property claims because of the cost of the 
equipment for the Department.  The Sheriff’s Department has the highest liability 
risk.  Managed risks need to be controlled as much as possible.  It is important to 
take advantage of training for the Sheriff’s Department that is available through 
KCAMP free of charge on the internet.  Tuition reimbursement for other training 
is also available. 
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2. Resolution No. 2009-16 was presented for signatures of the Commissioners.  The 
resolution authorizing and providing for improvements to the County Courthouse 
was approved last week with the provision that the physical addresses of the 
properties and the notation of the year of the resolution be added. 

3. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to sign a letter of support for the 
Department on Aging to obtain a grant through the Wichita State University 
Falling Links Work Group.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it 
was passed unanimously.    
 

Warrant checks were approved upon a motion Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by 
Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Scott Davies, Director of Planning & Zoning, presented a request from the City of Wichita to run 
tests on property owned by the County located northwest of Halstead along the Little Arkansas 
River.  The Equus Beds Aquifer Storage and Recovery Program is testing to determine ideal 
locations for diversion wells along the river.  The Commission agreed that more information is 
needed.  State Senator Carolyn McGinn will be invited to attend a Commission meeting to 
participate in discussion on this issue.   
 
Mr. Davies also presented a request from Mike L. Unruh for a conditional use permit to operate 
a construction business on property in the A-1 Agricultural Zoning District. Mr. Unruh built a 
building in 2008 to house his construction business on the property; however he was unaware 
that he needed to apply for a conditional use permit.  The property is located approximately ½ 
mile north of NW 96th on the east side of North Hertzler Road.  The Planning Commission, by a 
vote of 10 to 0, has recommended approval of the request.  The conditional use permit was 
approved upon a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mr. Davies also presented an application from Bernard Gatz and Paul Dubois to rezone 20 acres 
from an A-1 Agricultural Zoning District to an R-S Rural Single Family Residential Zoning 
District.  The acreage is located ¼ mile south of SW 60th Street on the west side of South Kansas 
Avenue.  Neither Mr. Gatz nor Mr. Dubois attended the meeting. Commissioner Westfall made a 
motion to table the application until the developers can discuss it with the Commission.  
Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Byron Warta informed the Commission that there will be a meeting of the REAP Water Board 
on October 28.  He will present any questions or comments from the Commission if they wish 
him to do so. 
 
Commissioner Westfall made a motion to revise the expiration date of Community Corrections 
Advisory Board member, Rosella Arellano, from June 30, 2010 to June 30, 2011.  According to 
K.S.A. 75-7045, advisory board members are to be appointed in such a manner that no more than 
one-third of the board is up for re-appointment within any year.  Commissioner Krehbiel 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
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The Commission left for the Quad-County meeting at the Harvey County West Park Community 
Building at 11:00 a.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m. following the conclusion of the Quad-County meeting. 
 
 
BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
            
      Marge Roberson, Chairman 
 
            
ATTEST:     George A. “Chip” Westfall, Member 
       
            
Joyce Truskett, County Clerk   Ron Krehbiel, Member 


