
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

October 12, 2009 
 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on October 12, 2009 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 
following the REAP meeting.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Westfall received a complaint about East First Street.  The surface 
has been ground down and is awaiting sealing that is scheduled to be done before 
cooler weather sets in.     

2. Commissioner Roberson reported on the Partnership meeting she attended last 
week.  North Newton reported at the meeting that Megan Leary is a finalist for 
National Merit Scholar.  The City of North Newton has refinanced bonds which 
will save $55,000 over the next ten years.  State Representative Don Schroder 
said that State funds are still short, up to three hundred million for this year.  The 
City of Newton reported on the new fire station to be built on the south end of 
Newton and also improvements at the Newton City Library.  They have appointed 
a 10-person committee to study the structure for water rates.  State Senator 
Carolyn McGinn talked about how water impacts renewable energy.  Bethel 
College will be selecting a new president.  They are also looking at wind 
generation to fill electricity needs at the College.  The Newton School District 
reported that enrollment is up slightly.  The Newton School District said that 40% 
of the district’s students qualify for free lunch, and 52% qualify for reduced lunch 
at Newton Schools.  They are in the process of planning for the 125-year Railer 
Reunion.   
 

CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. The Committee formed to make decisions on the distribution of H1N1 vaccine 

will meet at 7:15 a.m. Tuesday, October 12. 
2. The KDOT meeting to be held October 13 in Hutchinson is specifically for the 

South Central region.  The meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m. at the Grand Prairie 
Hotel. 

3. There will be no Commission meeting on November 16, as all of the 
Commissioners will be attending the KAC annual meeting.   

4. A meeting to discuss the final Harvey County Fairgrounds master plan will be 
held October 20, at 6:30 p.m. in the Courthouse Community Room.   
 

Minutes of the October 5, 2009 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Newton City Commissioner Willis Heck updated the Commission on the 
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Highway 50 Association.  Mr. Heck is the appointed representative for Harvey 
County. The Association will be conducting a meeting with both the Leadership 
and transportation committee leaders of the Senate and House some time in 
November to discuss the future of Highway 50.  KDOT is currently doing a study 
of passing lanes from Emporia to Reno County.  Although at the current time 
there is no funding for any improvements, Mr. Heck asked the Commission if 
they would be supportive of and new kinds of revenue streams to fund Highway 
50 improvements.  One of the suggestions was a five cent increase in motor 
vehicle fuel tax.  The estimate is that this would generate about $87,000,000.  
Another suggestion would be to increase the vehicle registration fees.  Mr. Heck 
also said that the KDOT priority list of improvements is not necessarily the 
priority of the Counties involved.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to re-
appoint Willis Heck to be the Harvey County representative in the Highway 50 
Association.    Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed 
unanimously.  Commissioner Roberson stated that any new source of revenue 
should encompass everyone, including agriculture.   

2. Marianne Eichelberger, Director of the Newton Public Library, invited the 
Commissioners to attend a focus group meeting on Tuesday, October 20 from 
5:15 to 6:15 p.m.  There are six group meetings scheduled, but this is the meeting 
for City and County officials to discuss what the Newton Public Library should be 
for this community now and in the future.   

3. Rita Flickinger, Director of Harvey County Health Department, updated the 
Commission on the current status of the H1N1 vaccinations.  The committee 
assembled to determine how the vaccine will be distributed will meet tomorrow.  
The vaccine should be arriving some time this week.  The Health Department is 
now out of seasonal flu vaccine.  More vaccine is not scheduled to arrive until the 
end of October or the first of November.  Although the Health Department has 
500 doses of seasonal flu mist still available, only people under 50 years of age 
are qualified to receive it.  There will be a seasonal flu vaccination clinic held at 
South Dillons and Walgreens this week.  The Commission re-signed the approval 
for revenue in the amount of $49,095 from the federal government to cover 
expenses for H1N1.  The date on the approval was changed so the document 
needed to be re-signed.  Many cases of H1N1 have been reported in Harvey 
County and therefore, school surveillance began last week.  The Health 
Department has also been chosen as a surveillance site to monitor the 
effectiveness of how the grant funds are being used.     

4. The Commission signed a form certifying the voting delegate for matters 
pertaining to KCAMP.   The appointment was made during last week’s 
Commission meeting.  Commissioner Marge Roberson is the voting delegate and 
Commissioner Westfall is the alternate.   

5. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to authorize the Commissioners to sign 
Resolution 2009-19 changing the zoning classification for a 20 acre tract located 
¼ mile south of SW 60th Street on the west side of Kansas Avenue.  The 
classification will be changed from A-1 Agricultural to R-S Single dwelling.    
Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
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6. Sheriff T. Walton reported that they had a private donor who donated $6,500 to 
the Oscar Task Force which deals with on-line sex crimes.   

 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by 
Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Shelley Hammond, Accountant with Allen Gibbs & Houlik auditing firm, gave the 
Commissioners a report of the final 2008 audit.  There were no new accounting policies this year 
and the audit was performed within the standards set forth by the federal government.  Harvey 
County received more than $500,000 in grant funds in fiscal 2008 which required an additional 
single audit to be performed.  Internal control items were noted in the payroll department, 
Sheriff’s Office, expenditures of FEMA grant money, accountability of sub-recipient grant 
funds, and encumbrance purchase orders.   
 
The Commission recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. 
 
At 1:50 p.m. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 
20 minutes to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously.  Counselor Greg Nye was also in attendance for the session.  Executive 
session ended at 2:10 p.m. with no action being taken. 
 
At 2:10 p.m. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 
10 minutes to discuss personnel issues.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously.  Counselor Greg Nye was also in attendance for the Session.  Executive 
session ended at 2:20 p.m. with no action being taken. 
 
At 2:20 p.m. Commissioner Roberson made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 
10 minutes to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously.  John Waltner was also in attendance for the session.  Executive session 
ended at 2:30 p.m. with no action being taken.   
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