
 

 

MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

November 30, 2009 
 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on November 30, 2009 with 
all three commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Matt Heilman introduced himself as the new reporter for the Newton Kansan that 
will be covering the Commission meetings. 

2. Commissioner Westfall received a call from Wayne Resnik of Resnik Motors 
informing him that the new van that was ordered for the County is here and ready 
to be picked up.   

3. Commissioner Westfall received a complaint from a citizen about the burner that 
is being tested by ICM at the old Landfill site.  There are flames shooting very 
high out of the stack and embers and debris have been seen coming out of the 
stack.  Craig Simons said that wood is being burned which causes the flame to be 
higher.  The contract with ICM will be up for renewal in December of this year.   

4. Commissioner Roberson received a phone call from a citizen complaining about 
the entrance to the mobile home park in Hesston.  It was determined that the 
entrance is privately owned and neither the County or City of Hesston has 
jurisdiction.   

5. The Commission received a thank you note from Jeanie Flaming, who is retiring 
as Transportation Coordinator. 

6. Commissioner Krehbiel commended Chad Frey for the article he wrote for the 
Newton Kansan about the proposed Kansas Logistics Center. 
  

CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. All of the Commissioners will attend the Farm Bureau Association Legislative 

Forum to be held on December 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the Breadbasket.     
2. There will be an Aviation Commission meeting held on December 21 at 4:00 p.m. 
3. Harvey County Community Corrections will meet on Thursday, December 3 in 

Judge Walker’s chambers at 12:00 p.m.  
4. Commissioner Roberson will attend the KCAMP meeting in Topeka on 

December 17th and 18th.   
 

Minutes of the November 23, 2009 meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Craig Simons informed the Commission that Harvey County is receiving many 
requests to install communication towers.  The Commission agreed that we need 
to hire an outside consultant to review the communication tower requests.  This 
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would necessitate a future increase in the fees for communication towers in 
Harvey County.   

2. Craig Simons presented a letter from the Kansas Department of Transportation 
that included the 2008 estimated cost list for underwater bridge inspections in 
2009.   

3. Chad Frey, Director of RSVP, presented recommendations from the RSVP 
Advisory Council to appoint three positions on the Council, with terms running 
from January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2012.  The terms of Doreen Harms, Sue 
Bretches, and Rosie Camargo expire on December 31, 2009.  The Council 
openings were announced in the newsletter and the local newspapers.  The 
Council recommended Edna M. Burns, Richard D. Atkinson Sr., and Lisa A. 
Brown for appointment.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve all 
three recommendations for the RSVP Advisory Council and waive the one week 
waiting period.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed 
unanimously.   

4. Chairman Roberson and County Clerk Joyce Truskett signed paperwork for the 
bonds for Schaben Court Road that were approved at the Commission meeting 
last week.   

5. Rita Flickinger, Director of the Health Department, reported on the H1N1 
pandemic.  Two more people in Kansas have died from the virus.  The Health 
Department has received 1,000 more doses of the H1N1 vaccine.  Therefore, 
anyone who wants the vaccine can now get it, even those who are not in the 
priority groups.  Four hundred more doses of the seasonal flu vaccine should be 
arriving some time this week.  H1N1 flu vaccine clinics will be held in the City of 
Sedgwick and the City of Burrton on December 3, at Bethel College and Hesston 
College on December 7, the City of Newton on December 8, and the City of 
Hesston on December 11.  Clinics will be held on Wednesdays at the Health 
Department.  There will also be a clinic held in-house at the Health Department 
on December 4 and December 10.  Ms. Flickinger will make arrangements to 
vaccinate the employees of Harvey County.   

6. Phil Adams reported that the Road & Bridge Department is screening rock taken 
from the old Halstead swimming pool to be used on other projects.  The bid for 
the bridge on Kansas Avenue near Centennial Park will be let on December 16. 

7. Sheriff T. Walton reported that he has heard many positive comments around the 
community in favor of the proposed Kansas Logistics Park.   
 

CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum.   

 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by 
Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Lonnie Buller, Director of Emergency Management, presented Resolution No. 2009-25, 
adopting a policy for the usage of the emergency generator when there is an emergency or 
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disaster.  Commissioner Krehbiel asked that a policy be set to notify the Chairman of the 
Commission when the generator is in use.  There is an operations manual for the generator that is 
kept with the machine, with copies also filed in the Emergency Management Office and the 
Communications Office.  If there is a federal disaster declaration there would be reimbursement 
from the federal government.  It was decided that there should be a few changes made to the 
wording of the resolution and it will then be presented again at next week’s meeting. 
 
Mr. Buller also presented Resolution No. 2009-24, to adopt the Harvey County Multi-Hazard 
Mitigation Plan that recognizes the threat that natural hazards pose to people and property within 
our community.  There are more than 20 affiliated agencies in the area that are also required to 
adopt resolutions as a part of this plan, which is designed to reduce the potential for harm to 
people and property from future hazard occurrences.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to 
adopt the mitigation plan, and Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion with the correction 
of the date from November 23 to November 30, 2009.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Buller also presented an agreement for Harvey County to participate in the Region 3 
Homeland Security Council (South Central Kansas Region) by maintaining equipment that will 
be provided by Homeland Security to produce identification bracelets for those who participate 
in assistance for a natural disaster that might occur in this region.  This would basically be a pass 
to get into the disaster area.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve the transfer of 
equipment from the South Central Kansas Homeland Security Council to Harvey County for the 
Personnel Accountability System and authorize the Chairman to sign.  Commissioner Westfall 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   
 
Byron Warta reported that work is progressing at the Airport for the new addition at Park 
Aerospace Technologies.  They are planning to bring in the equipment for the new addition on 
the first of May, 2010.   
  
The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
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