
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

March 2, 2009 
 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on March 2, 2009 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 
following the REAP meeting. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel requested that the executive session scheduled for 2:00 
p.m. be moved to an earlier time as he will have to leave to attend another 
meeting at 1:30 p.m. 

 
CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. The Quad County meeting will be held on March 16. 
2. The Aviation meeting will be held Monday, March 23 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
Minutes of the February 23, 2009 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
CITIZENS FORUM: 
 There were no items presented during Citizen’s Forum. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2009-6, 
ordering and authorizing the County Counselor to initiate and conduct a county 
tax foreclosure action.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously. 

2. The annual lunch meeting at the Health department will be held on March 30. 
3. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to waive the 7-day waiting period and 

appoint Kerry Grosch of Hesston to serve on the Mental Health Advisory Board.  
Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

4. Upon the recommendation of Lonnie Buller, Director of Emergency 
Management, Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to extend the burn ban for 
another week, giving Mr. Buller authorization to cancel the ban if weather 
permits. Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed 
unanimously. 

5. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to sign the contract between the Board of 
Harvey County Commissioners and Stutzman Refuse Disposal, to operate the 
Recycling Center for the term of March 12, 2009 to March 12, 2010.  
Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 

6. The annual Water and the Future of Kansas Conference will be held March 26 in 
Topeka. 
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7. Sheriff T. Walton reported on the Kurt Ford Scholarship Fund and how the 
money is appropriated.  He wishes to continue having the fund. 
 

Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by 
Commissioner Krehbiel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Westfall made a motion to go into executive session for a period of 20 minutes at 
11:10 p.m. to discuss legal matters.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously.  Also in attendance were Greg Nye, County Counselor; John Waltner, 
Director of Special Projects; and Charlie Summers, Fiscal Officer.  Executive session ended at 
11:30 a.m. with no action being taken. 
 
Bob Cheney, Noxious Weed Director, presented final information on the bids received at last 
week’s Commission meeting for a one ton truck.  Bids included prices for both gas powered and 
diesel powered trucks.  Mr. Cheney recommended that a gas powered truck would be more 
appropriate for how the department will use the truck.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to 
accept the low bid from Midway Motors for a Ford 350 V-10 one ton truck in the amount of 
$21,371.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
Phil Adams, Road and Bridge Superintendent, and Jim Meier, Engineering Technician, presented 
a request for a construction project using 2009 federal recovery funds.  Harvey County will 
apply for funds that are available to 14 counties in south central Kansas.   The project that 
Harvey County is submitting for funding is the bridge over Sand Creek on North Kansas Avenue 
near Centennial Park.  The bridge was closed on January 24th as recommended by both the 
County Engineer and KDOT.  There are several criteria that must be met in order for the project 
to be eligible for the funding and the bridge appears to meet all criteria.  The estimated cost of 
the bridge and request for funding is $750,000.  The portion payable for Harvey County would 
be $260,000.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to proceed with the submission of the 
project to use recovery funds for the construction of the bridge.  Commissioner Krehbiel 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
The Commission recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. 
 
The Commission reconvened at 1:15 p.m. 
 
Craig Simons presented the Newton City/County Airport Industrial long term facilities 
improvement plan. There are several repairs and renovations that need to be done and could be 
completed soon if bonds are issued for the funding.  The estimate for the repairs is $117,085.  
There is an additional cost of $26,000 for other smaller improvements at the Industrial Park and 
$107,435 for the AIP Fuel System which was approved last week.  This is a total expenditure of 
$250,520 with the portion for both the City and the County being $125,260.  If bonds are issued 
for the money it would cost the County approximately $15,910 per year at 5% interest for a 10-
year issue.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion to approve the expenditures in addition to the 
$107,435 approved last week for airport repairs and updates.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded 
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the motion and it was passed unanimously.  Byron Warta, Airport Commission member, said 
there is a possibility that two existing firms at the airport may be looking at expanding. 
 
Craig Clough reported on the 2009 appraisal values in Harvey County.  He presented a 
comparison spreadsheet of 2009 to 2008.  Although the sale of existing homes is down, it is a 
small percentage.  Residential and commercial properties increased in value from 2008 to 2009, 
and real estate is holding steady despite the recession. 
  
Chairman Roberson adjourned the meeting at 1:50 p.m.  
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