
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

July 27, 2009 
 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on July 27, 2009 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel commented that the sealing on West 12th Street is almost 
complete.  There are some areas that are not very smooth and the approach to the 
bridge is uneven.  Phil Adams, Road & Bridge Superintendent, said the sealing is 
fairly thin and will not correct all the imperfections in the road. 

2. Commissioner Krehbiel reported that the Hutchinson News printed a nice article 
and pictures of the new Community Building at West Park. 

3. Commissioner Krehbiel also received a call to inform the Commission that Prairie 
View had refused to take a prisoner under Court Order last week.  Although the 
prisoner was eventually accepted, Chairman Roberson will contact Jessie Kaye 
from Prairie View to discuss this issue.   

4. Commissioner Westfall reminded the Commission that the County Fair starts this 
coming weekend.  The Commissioners will be in the parade at 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday. 

5. Commissioner Westfall suggested that the Law Enforcement Office parking lot be 
monitored to discern how many of the spaces are being used each day.  It appears 
there are multiple spaces going unused.  He suggested that civilian employees of 
the Communications center and Law Enforcement Center be allowed to use the 
parking lot thereby opening up more spaces in the adjoining lot for other 
Courthouse employees.   

6. Phil Adams reminded the Commissioners that the Old Settlers Parade will be held 
on August 8 at 10:00 a.m. in Halstead. 

 
CALENDAR ITEMS: 

1. The Harvey County Council of Governments meeting will be held at 7:00 a.m. on 
August 12 at the Breadbasket.  A representative from the Census Bureau will 
speak at the meeting. 

2. There will be an Aviation Board meeting on August 17 at 4:00 p.m.   
3. The Fairgrounds Development Meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 18 at the 

Courthouse 
 

Minutes of the July 20, 2009 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes of the July 24, 2009 Election Canvass were corrected and approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Rich Hanley, Director of Department on Aging, presented a recommendation to 
re-appoint Marjorie A. Gundy, Burrton resident, to the Harvey County Council on 
Aging. Commissioner Westfall made a motion to reappoint Ms. Gundy to the 
Council.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed 
unanimously. 

2. Chairman Roberson signed the agreement from Poe & Associates for the 
Roadway Sealing project that was approved at last week’s commission meeting.   

3. Sheriff T. Walton informed the Commission that the Sheriff’s Department has 
received a grant of $138,992 which will be used to install in-car video cameras in 
14 sheriff’s vehicles, laptop computers for the Sheriff vehicles and City law 
enforcement vehicles for cities in Harvey County other than Newton.  

4. Sheriff Walton also reported that the person charged with dumping tires along 
township roads in rural Harvey County has cleaned up all the dump sites with the 
exception of one.   

5. Chad Frey, Director of RSVP, gave the Commission a report on the RSVP audit 
performed by a state auditor last week.  There were some small issues brought to 
light that will be easily corrected, and some larger issues that will take a longer 
time to correct.  A more detailed report of the audit findings will be sent to RSVP 
later.   

   
CITIZEN’S FORUM: 

Willis Heck, Newton City Commissioner, attended the reception at the new Community 
Building at West Park.  He was very impressed with the building and the park.   
Mr. Heck, who represents Harvey County on the Highway 50 Committee, will be 
attending another meeting in Dodge City on August 6.  KDOT has announced that they 
will do a study on the passing lanes from Emporia to Hutchinson.  However, there are no 
funds to do the improvements.  Harvey County would rather see the road become a four-
lane highway rather than have passing lanes.  He also stated that at some point the 
County may have to establish a fund through a small mill levy to help fund highway 
improvements.  Commissioner Roberson does not believe that the county should fund 
state projects.  Commissioner Krehbiel is against adding additional levies during this 
economic climate.   
Commissioner Westfall asked Mr. Heck if he knew anything about the study that will be 
conducted to find alternate sources of revenue for the highway system, rather than relying 
on gas taxes.  Trip meters will be installed in vehicles to see if it would be better to attach 
fees for miles driven.  The participants in the study will be compensated approximately 
$900.  Mr. Heck said the study is to be conducted in Wichita only. 

 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by 
Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Sheriff T. Walton presented a request to the Commission to purchase the “Offender Watch” 
computer software program at a cost of $3,500 per year.  Kansas State law mandates that each 
Sheriff’s Office register sex offenders and other particular convicted criminals.  Offender 
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management includes registration, verification, and community notification.  The system would 
be purchased out of offender registration funds which cannot be used to supplement any other 
portion of the Sheriff’s budget.  The offender registration area would be moved to the lobby of 
the law enforcement center to avoid safety issues of bringing the offenders in and out of the jail 
area.  The Commission agreed that this is a needed purchase and would be a good use of the 
funds.   
 
Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion at 10:37 a.m. to go into Executive Session for a period of 
23 minutes to discuss economic development.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and 
it was passed unanimously.  Charlie Summers, John Waltner, and Ed Roberts were also in 
attendance.  Executive session ended at 11:00 a.m. with no action being taken. 
 
Scott Davies, Director of Planning & Zoning, presented a request from Tera and Ken Benefiel 
for a conditional use permit to construct two residential wind turbines approximately 45 feet in 
height in the R-S, Rural Single Family Dwelling zoning district.  The request was considered by 
the Harvey County Regional Planning Commission at its July 7th meeting, and recommended 
approval of the request with the condition that the towers be set back a minimum of 45 feet from 
all property lines.  The Planning Commission vote was 11 in favor and 0 opposed and there were 
no letters or petitions submitted in protest to the permit.  Commissioner Westfall made a motion 
to approve the conditional use permit for two wind turbines to be located approximately ¼ mile 
north of SW 24th Street on the east side of McPherson/Burmac Road.  Commissioner Krehbiel 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. after a lunch break. 
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