
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

April 27, 2009 
 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on April 27, 2009 with all 
three commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. The Commissioners have received letters from several citizens who are opposed 
to the addition of rifles and handguns at Kansas Clay and Feathers, a shooting 
range in the western part of Harvey County.  The current conditional use permit 
for the business allows shotguns only.  There will be a public hearing on this issue 
at 10:00 a.m. at the Commission meeting on Monday, May 4. 

2. Commissioner Westfall gave the Commission an update on the Fairgrounds 
Development Committee meeting that was held on Tuesday evening.  
Representatives from Priefert Manufacturing toured the three buildings at the 
existing fairgrounds and said that they are movable to the new location and 
estimated a savings of $6.00 per square foot in moving the buildings rather than 
building new.  . 

3. Commissioner Roberson reported that according to Lonnie Buller, Director of 
Emergency Management, there was quite a bit of storm damage in Harvey County 
from yesterday’s storms. 

4. Commissioner Roberson gave Commissioner Westfall an updated annual report 
from the RSVP Department.  The report stated that volunteer hours, if charged at 
federal minimum wage, represent $600,451.60.   
   

CALENDAR ITEMS: 
1. There will be a meeting at 2:00 p.m. this afternoon at the new West Park 

Community Building to finalize a punch list to complete construction.  
Commissioner Krehbiel will attend.     

2. There will be an aviation meeting on Monday, May 18, and Monday, June 15 at 
4:00 p.m. 

3. Commissioners Roberson and Westfall will attend the KCCA Conference May 5 
through May 7. 

4. The Chamber of Commerce steak feed will be held Friday, May 8.  
Commissioners Roberson and spouse and Krehbiel and spouse will attend. 

 
Minutes of the April 20, 2009 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Craig Simons attended a meeting in Lawrence with the Kansas League of 
Municipalities and lobbyists. This was a meeting to discuss the budget shortfall 
and how it will affect the counties.  There will likely be no slider payment from 
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the State to make up for personal property that was taken off the tax roll in 2007. 
There will also be other smaller cuts, but many of the cuts for Harvey County 
have already been made. 

2. Lonnie Buller reported on the storm damage.  Most of the damage was from 
Newton northeast towards Walton.  There were several outbuildings, sheds, and 
roofs that were destroyed or damaged.  Many trees, power poles, awnings, etc. 
were also damaged.  The national Weather Service will be visiting Walton to 
determine whether the damage was due to straight line winds, which were clocked 
at 70 mph, or whether there was possibly a small tornado.  There is also the 
possibility of flooding from the high rainfall amounts.  The Road and Bridge 
Department, the Sheriff’s Department, and Emergency Management will continue 
to monitor the streams and rivers in the area for high water.  The Road and Bridge 
Department makes the final decision on barricading roads. 

3. Sheriff T. Walton gave the Commission a report on information compiled on jail 
rates comparisons from other counties. Sheriff Walton will speak to the Council 
of Governments about this issue. He also reported that $6,000 has been donated to 
the department to purchase ammunition.  

 
Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to go into executive session at 9:50 a.m. for a period of 
10 minutes to discuss legal contracts.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously.  Also in attendance were Greg Nye, Harvey County Counselor; Roy Patton, 
Director of Solid Waste; Charlie Summers, Fiscal Officer; and John Waltner, Special Projects 
Director.  Executive session ended at 10:00 a.m. with no action being taken.   
  
CITIZEN’S FORUM: 
 There were no citizens present for Citizen’s Forum. 
 
Janet Cagle, Director of Harvey/McPherson Community Corrections, presented the Community 
Corrections Comprehensive Plan Grant Application for fiscal year 2010.  There are significant 
budget cuts to deal with.  The Kansas Department of Corrections required two budgets to be 
submitted this year, one budget done normally and the other with a 5% reduction in 
expenditures. Ms. Cagle also presented the State of Kansas Juvenile Justice Authority 
Comprehensive Plan.  Community Corrections is currently using a space at the Newton Police 
Department to do their juvenile intakes, however, they will now have to find a different location 
for this process as the Police Department needs the space.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a 
motion to approve the Community Corrections 2010 Comprehensive Plan and Juvenile Justice 
Authority Comprehensive Plan and authorize the Chairman to sign.  Commissioner Westfall 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   
 
Susan Lamb, Executive Director of Community in Schools, presented a Title V grant application 
whereby Harvey County would act as the fiscal agent for approximately $40,000 in grant funds.  
Commissioner Westfall made a motion to authorize Harvey County to be the fiscal agent for the 
Strengthening Families Program Grant.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously.   
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Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to approve an Oil and Gas Lease for J. Fred Hambright 
Inc. to attempt to create a gas unit northwest of Hesston near the Road & Bridge Shop and 
Hesston.  Commissioner Westfall seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   
 
Ann Religa, 4-H Agent for the Harvey County Extension Office, invited the Commissioners to 
attend earth Day on Friday, May 1st at the Fairgrounds from 10:30 a.m. to 2:25 p.m.  Lunch will 
be served at 11:30 a.m. 
 
John Waltner provided the Commission with a performance data report from the Register of 
Deeds Office.  Data from other offices was reviewed at the April 21st meeting. 
 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by 
Commissioner Westfall.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Craig Simons reported on the 61st Annual City & County Management Conference he attended 
on April 23 & 24.  He provided the Commission with notes from a session on what happens to 
your organization during a recession.  Fourteen experts put together suggestions and guidelines 
on how to control costs during recession.   
 
The Commission congratulated Joyce Truskett, County Clerk, for being named by the Newton 
Kansan as Public Servant of 2009. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 
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