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The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in special session on February 7, 2007 to discuss 
the proposed high voltage transmission line with representatives from Westar Energy.  All three 
Commissioners were present.  Chairman Westfall called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.   
 
Kelly Harrison, Vice-President of Transmission Operation Services of Westar Energy, informed the 
Commission as to the purpose of the installation of a high transmission line.  The line will be a 
345kv transmission system that is the highest voltage of any line in Kansas.  In an illustration of 
how the line would function, Mr. Harrison drew a parallel to the arteries in the human body that 
carry blood to the heart, which in turn supplies blood to the other organs in the body.  The 345kv 
line would be the artery that carries power to power plants (heart) which then distributes it to other 
organs (customers).  The line would carry power from the Gordon Evans Energy Center near 
Colwich to a sub-station to be built near Hutchinson.  At the present time there is a gap between 
Wichita and Salina and this line would bridge that gap, much like a heart bypass.  After the line ties 
in to the sub-station near Hutchinson, it would then travel to Salina where there is a 345 source.  
The line would enable Westar to get excess power from the east side of the state to the west side of 
the state.  This will lower fuel costs as it costs ½ cents per kilowatt hour to supply energy from 
nuclear power, 1.5 cents per kilowatt hour to provide energy from a coal powered plant, and 8 to 10 
cents an hour to provide energy from a gas powered plant.  There would be less gas generation with 
this line.  Westar credited back about $41,000,000 with the use of excess power last year. 
 
Bob St. John, Westar Southwest Power Pool Planner, explained the information that the KCC 
requires Westar to provide in order to obtain permission to install the 345kv line.  Westar began by 
mapping 10 possible routes and identifying all of the landowners within 1,000 feet of both sides of 
those routes.  For the most part they tried to stay on the existing line route, which was built in 1939 
and runs from Wichita to Halstead to Burrton, and then to Moundridge.   Letters of invitation to 
attend an open house were then sent to the landowners identified on the routes.  There were three 
open houses held on three different dates.  Approximately 110 people attended at Halstead, 
approximately 75 at Hutchinson, and approximately 75 at Haven.  The public was briefed at the 
open houses and Westar set up detailed maps that identified the various possible routes.  Everyone 
who attended was then given a 2-page questionnaire with 10 or 12 different criteria which they 
were to rank in order of importance, and identify any other criteria they considered important if it 
was not on the questionnaire.   There were approximately 200 questionnaires returned and the 
results were tabulated by Burns and McDonald Engineers.  The route was then chosen from the 
scoring of the criteria.   The issue that scored the highest was maximizing the distance between the 
line and homes.   The KCC has until May 16 to render a decision. 
 
At 6:30 p.m. a public hearing on the proposed route of the high voltage transmission line was held. 
 
Mr. Harrison and Mr. St. John again briefed the audience on the reason for the need of the high 
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voltage line and the basis for the choice of the route of the line.  No design work has been done yet 
on structures to be used along the route.   The structures will carry both the old and the new line 
where the new line follows the old route, which is about 60 to 65% of the proposed route.  After the 
KCC renders a decision, Westar will begin by acquiring the necessary easements this summer and 
fall.  The projected construction start date would be at the end of the first quarter, 2008.   
Plan to spend summer and fall acquiring easements, and working on structure design to start 
construction at the end of the first quarter, 2008.  The proposal is available on the web at Westar 
Energy.com. 
 
There were approximately 75 to 85 citizens present for the public hearing.  More than half of those 
had not attended any of the prior open houses held by Westar who sent out 700 invitations and 
published the dates in the local media.  The following are the comments and questions heard at the 
hearing: 
 

Brian Krehbiel, landowner in northwest Harve County, asked if the invitation letter 
specified that a survey would be distributed at the open houses which would be used as the 
basis of the decision on the chosen route of the line.  According to Westar, the letter said the 
open houses would be a sharing of different ideas from different people. 

 
One landowner inquired as to why Westar did not follow the route of the existing line.  
Westar said the existing line ran through Burrton City and that needed to be re-routed.  
 
Phil Neubauer, landowner in the sand hills in the northern part of Harvey County, 
commented that there are only about 10 families in the area along the route there.  Since it is 
not as heavily populated, their objections did not receive as much weight. 

 
Tony Overton, resident who lives north of Burrton, asked why Westar didn’t specifically 
identify the route that was being considered when they sent the invitation letters.  

 
Brian Krehbiel stated that the day he received the letter, he called to Suzanne at Westar, but 
still was not told that questionnaires were going to be used to make the decision on the 
route. He believes that there are many people who did not receive the notice.  Westar was 
only required to notify property owners within 660 ft on either side of the route line.  
However, they notified property owners within 1,000 ft on either side of the route line.  Mr. 
Krehbiel said there were many residents who did not receive notice.   

 
Westar informed the audience that they can send written comments now to the KCC and 
they may also attend the hearing on March 27.   

 
Bill Thach, who owns pasture 4 miles east of Burmac Rd would rather the route go straight 
on River Park Rd instead of diagonally.  There is a home just north of the intersection there 
and several other homes across the road. 

 
Timothy Ratzlaff, who owns pasture next to 60th and Burmac Rd, asked if it was possible for 
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the line to follow the railroad track, which he feels is the most direct route.  Once the ground 
is broken, it can ruin the pasture for cattle as it can become infested with sandburs which the 
cattle will not eat.  Westar answered that that route did not score as well on the 
questionnaire.  

 
Barry Considine, Burrton Township Board member, asked how road damages from the 
equipment used to lay the line would be reimbursed.  Mr. Considine also asked what the 
required setback from oil and gas leases would be.  Westar said that the only leases affected 
are those that fall within the easement.  Setbacks from roads are 660 ft.  Westar would have 
to get information on the layouts of oil and gas fields.   

 
Terry Jacobs, landowner, has proposed an alternate route for 10 miles in sections 3, 7, and 
12.  He proposes to move the line ½ mile to the west.  He and landowner Mike McGinn 
have presented the proposal to Westar and are collecting signatures of the landowners along 
this 10 mile stretch and will submit it to the KCC.   

 
Dr. Gene Malone, landowner in section 3 of Lakin Township, said he currently farms 
around five structures for the existing line which are wood structures.  He believes the grid 
should include the mile line and not half mile line.  If there is a need to get equipment to the 
structures, because of fire or maintenance of any kind, it would be better if they were near 
the mile line.  It would also be easier to maneuver around them with farm equipment.  The 
support structures also interfere with irrigation systems.   Westar indicated that the 
structures would most likely be steel and that the main consideration in choosing their 
location is maximizing the distance from residences, which are likely to be along the mile 
roads.  
 
In response to a question from a landowner, Westar said the easement on the existing line is 
100 ft.  The new high voltage transmission line would have an easement of 150 ft.  

 
Barry Considine asked if it would be more feasible to just upgrade the existing line from 
Moundridge to Hutchinson.  Westar again cited the findings of the questionnaire.   

 
Gordon Bergcamp, resident on east side of River Park Road, asked how far off the center of 
the road right of way that the structures would be set.  He is concerned with safety concerns 
with regard to a line of this voltage.  Westar said if the line goes up the east side of River 
Park Road, they would probably use single pole structures.  The poles would be put about 
10 ft behind the edge of the road right-of-way.  The conductors would be on the road side of 
the single pole and the poles are designed to withstand 100 mph wind, and ice ½” thick 
around the entire line with 25 mph wind.  This is according to NESC heavy loading 
conditions.  To address the safety issue of electromagnetic fields, Westar stated that about 
15 years ago there was much interest and press given to the idea that there are health effects 
for people living close to magnetic fields.  However, the research was later discredited.  As 
far as they know there are no real effects.  They practice prudent avoidance.  Mr. Bergcamp 
was also concerned about the effect of sand hill property that should not be disturbed.  
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Westar said that they needed to avoid an industrial area on the west side of Halstead and the 
alternative routes going north from Halstead that would eliminate the disturbance of the 
sand hills did not score as well.   
 
Deena Prentiss, Westar representative, answered a question as to how the valuations for the 
easement land are done and how future plans to drill a gas well would be handled.  Westar 
works with appraisers to identify sales of property in the chosen area.  They usually look at 
using 50 to 70% of the market value to reimburse for easement area.  If the transmission line 
was already in place it would preclude any plans for drilling a gas well. 

 
Allen Brown stated that the chosen route is to go through land that he has leased for 20 
years.  He had planned to drill a gas well on the property, but now will not be able to do 
that.  Mr. St. John said they would look at that area and how it is under laid with oil and gas. 

 
One landowner asked if there would be any electrical effect on irrigation equipment.  Westar 
has been told that the new corner pivot systems work fine with it. 

 
Stan Berger, landowner, informed the group that in a book that Westar distributed at the 
open houses, there is information that  young children and elderly people can get leukemia 
from living near high voltage  power lines.  The Westar representatives were not aware of 
the information being in the book. 

 
Brian Krehbiel expressed doubt about the validity of the study cited by Westar 
representatives that refutes that there is any link between illness and living near power lines. 
He stated that there are electromagnetic fields associated with any electrical device.  The 
strength is dependent on voltage and how much current is flowing through the device.  As to 
how strong the electromagnetic field of this line will be, Westar will use a gouse meter to 
measure the strength of the electromagnetic field.  The field strength reduces significantly as 
you get further away.   

 
Commissioner Roberson believes that most people would be satisfied to use the existing line 
route instead of the route that has been selected.  

 
Commissioner Krehbiel commented that if the people attending the hearing tonight had a 
chance to fill out the questionnaire, the results would be different.  The route should not 
have been determined by only those who attended an open house.  

 
David Wettig, who lives south of Halstead, proposed to use the existing line route as much 
as possible.  The new route falls within the flood plain along the river in Halstead.   

 
Brian Krehbiel asked which routes were second and third choices.  Westar will have to 
check their results. 
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Phil Neubauer expressed frustration because he feels like folks in agriculture are not 
receiving fair treatment.  The concrete plant in Halstead received more consideration than 
the farmers. 

 
A question was asked about the affect the power lines would have on a heart pacemaker.  
One of the residents along the route has a pacemaker.  Westar indicated there would be no 
effect.   

 
Commissioner Westfall stated that the questionnaire should have been mailed with the 
invitation to all the residents involved.  The results of the survey would have then been more 
accurate.  In answer to how many wires would be on each structure, Westar said there would 
be a 148kv circuit and a 345kv circuit and about 9 to 11 wires.   

 
Kenneth Siemens who owns pasture ground in Burrton Township, asked that Westar try to 
stay within the easement strip.  Westar will have an ingress and egress easement, which 
allows them to use driveways. 
 

The public hearing was closed at 8:15 p.m.   
 
Westar thanked everyone for coming and stated that they appreciate the opportunity to come and 
speak.  The more information that everyone can get is a good thing.  They encouraged everyone to 
contact the KCC and attend the meetings in McPherson and the KCC.  
 
Commissioner Roberson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.  Commissioner 
Krehbiel seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
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