
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

October 2, 2006 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on October 2, 2006 with all 
three Commissioners present.  Chairman Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.   
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

Commissioner Westfall inquired as to whether it would be more beneficial for Harvey County 
to belong to Area 1 instead of Area 4 of the Workforce Alliance.  In December, 2005, that 
issue was discussed and it was decided that we should stay with Area 4. 

 
Minutes of the September 18, 2006 Commission meeting were approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Westfall, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  The motion was passed unanimously. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to sign Resolution 2006-24 certifying the 
delinquent solid waste fees and authorizing the County Clerk to collect them. 

2. The County Commission will meet at 3:30 p.m. instead of the regular time next Monday. 
The public hearing on the Newton Westside Annexation will be at 7:00 p.m. the same 
evening. 

3. A candidate forum sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce will be held on October 17, 
2006 in the evening. 

4. Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to designate Commissioner Westfall as the KAC 
voting delegate.  Craig Simons and John Waltner will go as first and second alternate 
delegates, respectively.  Chairman Westfall seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously.   

5. David Seay, clock restoration specialist, has looked at the clock pieces from the tower 
clock of the old Harvey County Courthouse.  He will give a report on what’s missing and 
an estimate of the cost to restore the clock.   

6. The legal contract for the waste-to-energy project is almost ready to be reviewed by 
RMT Engineers, the County Counselor, and KCAMP insurance pool.  After it is 
finalized, the contract will be presented to Doug King.   

7. The Bio-Cycle Conference on renewable energy will be held October 30 to November 1 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota.   

8. Commissioner Westfall suggested that the cost of bio-diesel be periodically checked to 
see if it would be cost effective for Harvey County to use. 

 
Warrant Checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by 
Commissioner Westfall.  Passed unanimously. 
 
Tina Payne, Director of Health Ministries Clinic, gave an update on the progress of the Community 
Health Center.  Dr. Lynn Friechsting, Newton Pediatrician, was hired in July as a staff Doctor.  Most 
of the medically underserved in the County are children.  They have also had a full time nurse 
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practitioner since June.  The Clinic is currently contracting with Medicaid and Health Connect, but 
still needs to contract with Medicare.  A new Practice Management System has been implemented 
which has helped with the paperwork system.  Network rewiring still needs to be done, but 
application for grant funding has been made.  Another challenge is to replace Dr. Orlando Friesen 
who volunteered every Monday afternoon for fifteen years.  They have received a 2nd Sunflower 
Grant, but still have a projected budget deficit of over $70,000.  The Clinic continues to search for a 
Dentist to staff the dental program, which is a collaborative with Prairie Star from Hutchinson.  
Grant application has been made to provide three dental chairs at the clinic.  When possible, the 
Clinic will look at ways to increase the collaborative effort between Health Ministries and other 
Health centers.  This would enable them to share information, resources, and staff.  It would also 
give them a competitive edge when applying for funding.  The Clinic would also like to initiate a 
program of mental health services.  An application to have Health Ministries Clinic designated as a 
look-a-like federal Community Health Center will be sent at the end of October, 2006.  If designated, 
Health Ministries Clinic can then collect full-cost reimbursement for Medicaid and Medicare.  
 
Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to extend the original Lease Agreement between Harvey 
County and the City of Sedgwick for another five years.  This property is used by the Sedgwick 
Recreation Commission.  Chairman Roberson seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. upon a motion by Commissioner Westfall, seconded by 
Commissioner Krehbiel.  Passed unanimously.  
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