
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

February 13, 2006 
 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on February 13, 2006 with all 
three Commissioners present.   Chairperson Roberson called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 
following the REAP meeting. 
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Chairperson Roberson suggested that the Commission discuss affordable airfares local dues 
at a future commission meeting. 

2. At the meeting earlier this morning, REAP approved a statement about the casino 
development issue.  “If state lawmakers authorize an expansion of casino gaming in the state, 
REAP believes that South Central Kansas should not be foreclosed from casino development 
through legislative action, but allow for citizen initiative and home rule authority to determine 
local projects.  

3. Commissioner Meier received a complaint from a citizen regarding the interference of 
television signals by the Communication Department.  Courtney Becker, Director of 911, is 
checking into it. 

4. Commissioner Krehbiel has talked with Dr. Davidson regarding the privacy berm that he built 
around his property across from Hutchinson Water Sports in the western part of the county.  
The berm has caused a site viewing problem at the intersection.  He has been informed that 
the berm needs to be moved back 240 feet.  Dr. Davidson will talk with Jim Meier, 
Engineering Technician at the Road and Bridge Department, to determine what needs to be 
done to correct the situation. 

   
The minutes of the February 6, 2006 meeting were corrected and approved upon a motion by 
Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. County Government day will be observed February 14 in Topeka.  Commissioner Krehbiel 
will not attend due to the threat of the wildfire reigniting in the western part of the county. 

2. Lonnie Buller, Director of Emergency Management, gave a report on the wildfire that burned 
8,800 acres in western Harvey County Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.  There were no 
homes burned, and no one was injured.  Sedgwick and Reno County Emergency 
Management Departments helped Harvey County EMS to coordinate all the units from other 
counties, cities, and agencies that worked to help control the fire.  The Communications 
department is helping to compile a list of all those who helped.  Commissioner Krehbiel made 
a motion to extend the burn ban for another week.  Commissioner Meier seconded the 
motion, and it was passed unanimously. 

3. Marion Rowland, Parks Director, recommended the closure of the nature and horse trails at 
East Park, West Park, and Camp Hawk due to the elevated fire risk.  Commissioner Meier 
made a motion to close the trails in conjunction with the burn ban.  Commissioner Krehbiel 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
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Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner 
Krehbiel.  Passed unanimously. 
 
Joyce Truskett, Harvey County Clerk, gave a demonstration of the new touch-screen voting 
equipment being purchased with HAVA grant money.  Each polling location will have one machine, 
which will be available for handicapped voters to vote unassisted.  However, the machine may be 
used by any voter who wishes to vote electronically.   
 
Bob Cheney, Director of the Noxious Weed Department, presented the annual report for Noxious 
Weed Eradication.  Commissioner Krehbiel made a motion to accept and sign the corrected report.  
Commissioner Meier seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously. 
 
The Commission recessed for lunch at 12:15 p.m. and reconvened at 1:15 p.m. 
 
Shannon Kingsley, Director of Planning & Zoning, presented proposed amendments to the Zoning 
Regulations.  The amendment is proposed in order to help restrict the height of structures that may 
pose a hazard to aerial navigation.  Upon the recommendation of the Harvey County Regional 
Planning Commission, Commissioner Meier made a motion to accept the regulation changes.  
Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously. 
 
Shannon gave an update on the Ortman Auto Sales on Halstead Road.  The owner has been advised 
that the permit does not allow cars to be displayed for sale outside the building.  
 
Shannon also gave an update on the salvage yard at Oliver Road and Highway 50 near Walton.    
Zoning regulations require that this type of business is required to have a fence around it.  There are 
also concrete barriers near the roadway that pose a traffic hazard.   
 
The City of Wichita has begun the equus beds recharge project.  Phase I, which is about 10% of the 
entire project, is underway.  This phase is to restrict the amount of saltwater entering the equus beds. 
 
Commissioner Meier moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:45 p.m.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded 
the motion.  Passed unanimously. 
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