
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

April 3, 2006 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on April 3, 2006 with all three 
Commissioners present.   Chairperson Roberson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA: 

1. Commissioner Krehbiel and Chairperson Roberson commended the County Clerk on the 
clarity of the minutes. 

2. The Commission received an article from Duane Lanier regarding the production of 
hydrogen using methane and solar energy. 

3. Chairperson Roberson gave the Commissioners a copy of HB 2389, which is the bill that 
Harvey County was added onto for the possible additional 1% countywide sales tax 
increase.  Chairperson Roberson and John Carder, Hesston City Administrator testified 
for Harvey County last week before the Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee. 

4. Commissioner Roberson will not be able to attend the Legislative Update to be held at 
Charlie’s Restaurant from 11:30 to 1:30 on April 19. 

 
The minutes of the March 27, 2006 meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Meier, 
seconded by Commissioner Krehbiel.  Passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1.   Rita Flickinger and Terry Bourlard, representatives from the Harvey County Health 
Department, presented information regarding the planning and preparation for the 
possibility of a pandemic flu epidemic that is predicted to occur.  There is a particularly 
virulent strain of flu that is now occurring in Europe and is expected to spread to the 
United States.  There is a potential for one third of the population to be wiped out, with 
the 20 to 40 year old age range being the most heavily affected.  The State of Kansas has 
received 1.1 million dollars to start developing a plan to counteract the pandemic, of 
which Harvey County will receive $9,904.  However a plan for Harvey County must be 
drafted by June 30, 2006.  Ms. Flickinger and Mr. Bourland asked the Commission to 
help in assembling a pandemic flu committee that would be instrumental in drafting the 
plan and determine how the grant money should be spent. The committee should include 
representatives from the Health Department, Emergency Management, mental health 
community, faith community, business, law enforcement, schools, long term care, 
veterinarians, morticians, volunteers, and communications.  Lonnie Buller, Director of 
Emergency Management, suggested that the plan should be for a long-term occurrence, 
possibly up to a year.  The Commission will be asked to sign a contract as part of the 
planning process.  The funding will be done in two phases with the first phase of the 
money being spent by November 15, 2006.  The second phase will be predicated on how 
the first phase money was spent.  The Commissioners were invited to attend a tabletop 
exercise held on April 20 at the Health Department.  At a later date Rita and Terry will 
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present more specific information about what the objectives and goals of the planning 
committee would be. 

2.   Chairperson Roberson signed a letter to Tina Payne confirming supplemental grant 
funding from the County in order to obtain the Sunflower Grant to help fund a 
Community Health Center Look Alike.  

 2.   Commissioner Meier made a motion to sign the proclamation for April to be declared 
Fair Housing Month.  Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously.  

 3.   Lonnie Buller, Director of Emergency Management, recommended that the Burn Ban for 
Harvey County be extended for another seven days.  Commissioner Meier moved to 
extend the ban and Commissioner Krehbiel seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously. 

 4.   The members of the Countywide Sales Tax Task Force will be meeting April 12. 
 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner 
Krehbiel.  Passed unanimously. 
 
The Commission left the Courthouse at 10:10 a.m. to view the walking bridges at Harvey County 
East Park. 
 
At 1:20 p.m. the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Commissioner Krehbiel, seconded by 
Chairperson Roberson.  Passed unanimously. 
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