
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

JANUARY 18, 2005 
 
The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on January 18, 2005 with all 
three Commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Minutes of January 10, 2005 were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson, seconded 
by Commissioner Meier.  Passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS: 

1. It was reported that the Boy Scout campout held at Harvey County West Park last weekend 
went well.  Approximately 3,280 scouts attended.  Chairman Krehbiel expressed 
appreciation at how well they had cleaned the area before leaving. 

2. FEMA is in Newton assessing the damage from the ice storm. There is a possibility of 
funding available for clean up and electrical restoration.  Individuals will probably not 
qualify. Craig Simons will check to see if the businesses doing electrical restoration and 
other clean up will qualify for funds.   

3. Kathy Hannemann, Director of Department on Aging, invited the commissioners to a 
luncheon to be held on February 28, 2005.  The luncheon will be held in association with 
CPAAA to raise awareness about the self-help network and services in this area. The 
commission was asked to suggest seven other area leaders to attend.  They are Joy Bestion, 
Keith DeHaven, Rosie Durner, Willis Heck, Liz Koehn, Ellen Samuelson, and Chris Strunk. 
   

 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner 
Roberson, and passed unanimously. 
 
City of Newton representatives Jim Heinecke, Bob Myers, and Willis Heck along with Craig Cox, 
Harvey County Counselor, presented an interlocal agreement between the City of Newton and 
Harvey County.  The agreement relates to the providing of public improvements to facilitate the 
construction of a public golf course facility and 550-unit subdivision in Newton.  Commissioner 
Meier moved to approve Resolution No. 2005-8 which authorizes the execution of the interlocal 
agreement.  Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
Commissioner Meier thanked the city representatives for pursuing this project. 
 
On behalf of the citizens of Harvey County, Willis Heck expressed gratitude to Harvey County for 
keeping the landfill open on Monday January 17, which was a national holiday.  He commended the 
landfill employees for their courtesy and efficiency in the aftermath of the ice storm, and was 
appreciative for free access to the landfill through the month of January.  Commissioner Meier 
asked the city representatives about burning debris on the Fox Ridge Golf Course property.  
Application to the fire chief would be necessary. 
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Jim Heinecke, Newton City Manager, presented a request for the purchase of property owned by 
Harvey County that crosses Fairgrounds property.  The property is essential for developing 
wetlands habitat and fund procurement for the Sand Creek Bank Restoration Project.  The project 
is a Corps of Engineers Project and the City needs to own the property per Corps requirements. In 
order to qualify for the funding, there needs to be a planting of hardwood trees along the drainage 
channel.   The location of the tree planting needs to be changed from where it is placed in the 
original design along Boyd Street south of First Street to a strip which runs along Sand Creek.  
Richard Denno, a representative from the Fair Board expressed concern about parking in the area 
after it becomes a wetlands habitat.  Suzanne Loomis, City Engineer, assured that parking would 
still be available when needed.  Commissioner Roberson moved to execute the warranty deed with 
the City of Newton making a good faith effort to negotiate the relocation of the habitat area with 
ingress and egress access to the west side of the property.  The City agreed to a separate agreement 
for ingress and egress by the County through the property being sold.  Commissioner Meier 
seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously.  
 
Upon a recommendation by the Planning Board, Rod Compton, Planning & Zoning Director, 
presented a resolution amending the Harvey County Unified Development Code, changing the 
regulations for home occupation retail sales.  Commissioner Meier moved to accept the amendment 
of zoning regulations as stipulated in Resolution No. 2005-7.  Commissioner Roberson seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
At 11:30 a.m. Commissioner Meier moved that the Board go into executive session for thirty 
minutes to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Roberson seconded the motion.  Passed 
Unanimously.  At 12:00 p.m. the executive session was extended fifteen minutes upon a motion by 
Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner Roberson, and passed unanimously.  At 12:15 
p.m., Commissioner Roberson moved to extend the executive session until 12:30 p.m.  
Commissioner Meier seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  No decision was made 
during executive session, which ended at 12:30 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Roberson moved that the Board Commissioners acknowledge that The County 
Treasurer was inadvertently overpaid $2,440.00 for the year of 2004.  The overpayment will be 
paid back by a salary reduction during the course of the year of 2005.  It will be clearly stated that 
the Treasurer’s base salary will not include any payment from the special auto fund.  Commissioner 
Meier seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
After a recess for lunch, Commissioner Meier motioned to adjourn at 1:55 p.m.  Chairman Krebiel 
seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously. 
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