
MINUTES OF 
 

BOARD OF HARVEY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

December 27, 2005 
 
 

The Board of Harvey County Commissioners met in regular session on December 27, 2005 with all 
three Commissioners present.  Chairman Krehbiel called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  

    
The minutes of the December 19, 2005 meeting were approved upon a motion by Commissioner 
Meier, seconded by Commissioner Roberson.  Passed unanimously. 
 
The minutes of the December 21, 2005 Casino Advisory Election canvass meeting were approved 
upon a motion by Commissioner Roberson, seconded by Commissioner Meier.  Passed unanimously. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS:  

1. Jerry Abney, employee of Harvey County West Park bait shop, died Wednesday, 
December 21, 2005. The funeral service was Saturday, December 24, 2005.  He will be 
greatly missed by many at the Harvey County Courthouse. 

2. A question about a significant increase in the electric bill for Harvey County East Park 
was researched last week.  It was discovered that the heated rest room at the park has 
probably caused part of that increase.  The rest room will be closed and a portable 
restroom will be installed temporarily for campers’ use during the winter months. 

3. On January 1, 2006, Nancy Martin will assume the new position of Chief Financial 
Officer at Health Ministries Clinic.  Tina Payne has been named the new Chief Executive 
Officer.  Since April, Tina has coordinated the project to prepare Health Ministries for a 
federal designation as a Community Health Center “Look Alike”. This designation will 
allow HMC to hire the staff necessary to provide care for people with Medicare and 
Medicaid while providing adequate reimbursement to support the growth in services. It 
will also position the clinic for possible federal funding later. 

4. While residential water testing is not required by Harvey County, it is a service provided 
to residents requesting it.  Presently SDK of Hutchinson is the laboratory that the county 
uses for analysis. SDK will be increasing water testing fees on January 1, 2006.  Scott 
Davies, Harvey County Environmentalist, checked out other companies who provide this 
service and found that Servitech of Dodge City could do more extensive water testing 
than what we are doing now and at a lower fee.  It was recommended by Scott that 
Harvey County charge residents $50.00 and use Servitech of Dodge City.  The 
recommendation was approved with a motion made by Commissioner Roberson and 
seconded by Commissioner Meier.  Passed unanimously. 

5. A request for Temporary Drainage Easement at SW 24th St and Anderson Ave in Newton 
was submitted by Jesse and Mary Russell. Commissioner Meier made a motion to 
approve the request and to authorize Chairman Ron Krehbiel to sign the Temporary 
Drainage Easement document.  The temporary easement is for the construction of 
culverts under the intersection of SW 24th and Anderson Streets. Commissioner Roberson 
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seconded. Passed unanimously.  It will be submitted to Harvey County Register of Deeds. 
6. County Commission Meeting will be Tuesday, January 3, 2006 at 9:00 a.m. This is a 

change from the regular meetings held on Mondays because of the January 2 Courthouse 
Holiday closing. 

7. A REAP Meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 9, 2006.  The County 
Commissioners will meet at 10:30 a.m. following the REAP Meeting. Each year the 
reorganization of Commissioners is scheduled for the second meeting in January. 

 
Warrant checks were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Meier, seconded by Commissioner 
Roberson.  Passed unanimously. 
 
Public Hearing was held at 10:00 a.m. for a request of granting a partial property tax exemption for 
personal property at ACH Foam Technologies, LLC.  The facility is located in the unincorporated 
area of Harvey County at 1418 Cow Palace Road on the west side of the City of Newton.  Mickie 
Fornaro-Dean, Economic Development Council, Sue Ann Halter, Controller of ACH Foam 
Technologies of Kansas City, and Craig Clough, Harvey County Appraiser were present to give 
information regarding the request for partial property tax exemption and to answer questions asked 
by the Commissioners. ACH Technologies, LLC requests nine year tax abatement for the equipment 
portion of the expansion of the manufacturing facility located at 1418 Cow Palace Road.  They asked 
for nine years, as one year was already used in 2005 under Contour Products. Commissioner 
Roberson made a motion to sign Resolution #2005-34 to grant a partial exemption from ad valorem 
taxation for a certain property purchased by ACH Foam Technologies, LLC 1418 Cow Palace Road, 
Newton Kansas, for manufacturing purposes. Commissioner Meier seconded. Passed unanimously. 
 
A second Public Hearing was held at 10:30 a.m. for a request of granting partial property tax 
exemptions for real estate improvements and personal property at Manufacturing Solutions, Inc. The 
facility is located in the unincorporated area of Harvey County at 2320 North Oliver Road north of 
the Newton City/County Airport.  Mickie Fornaro-Dean, Economic Development Council, William 
Stahl, Manufacturing Solutions, Inc., and Craig Clough, Harvey County Appraiser were present to 
give information regarding the request for partial property tax exemption and to answer questions 
asked by the Commissioners. The request is being made as a result of the expansions made by the 
company in the last few years, and includes a ten year tax abatement.  Commissioner Meier made a 
motion to sign Resolution #2005-35 to grant an exemption from ad valorem taxation for certain 
property constructed and purchased by Manufacturing Solutions, Inc. for manufacturing purposes. 
Commissioner Roberson seconded.  Passed unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners met in Executive Session with County Counselor, Craig Cox from 11:00 a.m. to 
11:25 a.m. Craig gave an update of the progress of the valuation disputes for the property on Ridge 
Road adjacent to the bridges that were constructed in 2005.  
 
 
Commissioner Meier made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:25 a.m.  Commissioner Roberson 
seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously. 
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